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Foreword 



Play Fair. Play Hard. Play for the Team. 

This is the inexorable requirement that America makes 
of the professional ball player. But there can be no fair 
play, hard play or team play without an organization able 
to make rules, to preserve competition and to create the 
conditions under which clubs and leagues can live. En- 
during clt)bs and long-lived leagues are indispensable to 
the stability of the National Game. 

Without such agreements and rules as appear in this 
volume clubs and leagues must languish and die. The 
spirit that animates these agreements and rules is public 
spirit; for professional baseball must be organized and 
conducted in the public interest or else lose the support 
upon which it depends for its very existence. This means 
that the machinery of organization must work smoothly, 
so that the public will not be annoyed by controversies 
•which spoil sport and debase the game. Just as the game 
itself cannot well be played without an umpire, so an 
official is needed who can play the part of an umpire in 
disputes between clubs and players, between clubs and 
clubs and between leagues and leagues. It is for this 
reason that the office of Commissioner has been created. 

The good of the game requires that the decision of the 
Commissioner should be final. The sportsmanship which 
compels a player to yield to the umpire's decision has 
now become the acid test of conduct not only for players, 
but for club owners, club and league officers. The two 
most significant documents in this book are to be found 
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on pages 15 and 92. The old complicated form of players' 
contract has been superseded by a simpler one in which 
the player recognizes himself as a public servant. As such 
he gives to the American people a pledge of conformity 
to high standards of fair play and good sportsmanship. 
The club owners and officers explicitly accept the same 
high standard and readily admit their obligation to set a 
good example to their players. 

If any special responsibility rests upon the ball player 
it is a responsibility to young America. The boy on the 
bleachers is in school, even if he doesn't realize it. The 
heroes of the diamond are his teachers. By them his 
ideals of sport are powerfully affected. But the influence 
of the popular player goes much farther than this. The 
standards which the boy accepts on the bleachers he will 
carry into life. As the national game is played so the 
life of the nation will be lived. Nothing is good enough 
for baseball that it not good enough for America. 

GEORGE WHARTON PEPPER. 
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MAJOR LEAGUE AGREEMENT OP 
JANUARY 12. 1921 

Agreement between the National League of Professional 
Base Ball Clubs and each of its Eight Constituent Clubs, 
of the one part, and the American League of Professional 
Base Ball Clubs, and each of its Eight Constituent Clubs, 
of the other part. 

ARTICLE I. 

THE COMMISSIONER. 
Sec. 1. The office of Commissioner is hereby created. 
Sec. 2. The functions of the Commissioner shall be as 
follows: 

(a) To investigate, either upon complaint or upon his 
own initiative, any act, transaction or practice 
charged, alleged or suspected to be detrimental 
to the best interests of the national game of base 
ball; with authority to summon persons and to 
order the production of documents; and, in case 
of refusal to appear or produce, to impose such 
penalties as are hereinafter provided. 

(b) To determine, after investigation, what preventive, 
remedial or punitive action is appropriate in the 
premises, and to take such action either against 
Major Leagues, Major League Clubs or individ- 
uals, as the case may be. 

(c) To hear and determine finally any dispute between 
the Major Leagues which may be certified to him 
for determination by the President of either Major 
League. 

(d) To hear and to determine finally any dispute to 
which a player is a party, or any dispute concern- 
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ing a player, which may be certified to him by 
either or any of the disputants, 
(e) To formulate, and from time to time announce, 
the rules of procedure to be observed by the Com- 
missioner and all other parties in connection with 
the discharge of his duties. Such rules shall 
always recognize the right of any party in interest 
to appear before the Commissioner and be heard 
and the right of the Presidents of the two Major 
Leagues to appear and be heard upon any matter 
affecting the interests of the Major Leagues, or 
either of them. 
Sec. 3. In the case of conduct detrimental to base ball by 
Major Leagues, Major League Clubs, officers, em- 
ployes or players, punitive action by the Commis- 
sioner may in any case take the form of a public 
reprimand. In the case of a Major League or 
Club, the Commissioner may impose a fine not 
exceeding Five Thousand ($5,000.00) Dollars for 
any one offense. In the case of a Major League 
Club, punishment may extend to temporary depri- 
vation of representation in joint meetings held 
under this agreement. In the case of any official 
or employe of a Major League or of any Major 
League Club, punishment may extend to sus- 
pension or removal. For such conduct, a player 
may be declared by the Comfnissioner temporarily 
or permanently ineligible to play for any Club 
which is a party to this agreement. 

Sec. 4. In the case of conduct detrimental to base ball by 
organizations not parties to this agreement, or by 
individuals not connected with any of the parties 
hereto, the Commissioner may pursue appropriate 
legal remedies, advocate remedial legislation, and 
take such other steps as he may deem necessary 
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and proper in the interests of the morale of the 
players and the honor of the game. 

Sec. 5. The Commissioner shall hold office for seven (7) 
years and shall be eligible to succeed himself. His 
compensation shall be Fifty Thousand ($50,000.00) 
Dollars per annum. 

Sec. 6. The first Commissioner under this agreement shall 
be Kenesaw M. Landis. Upon the expiration of 
his term, or upon his resignation or death during 
his term, his successor shall be chosen by a vote 
of the majority of the Clubs composing the two 
Major Leagues. In the event of failure to elect a 
successor within three (3) months after the 
vacancy has arisen, either Major League may re- 
quest the President of the United States to desig- 
nate a Commissioner, and the person when thus 
designated shall thereupon become Commissioner, 
with the same effect as if named herein. 

ARTICLE II. 

THE ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

Sec. 1. The Advisory Council is hereby created, to be com- 
posed of the Commissioner and the President of 
each of the Major Leagues. In case of a division 
of opinion within the Council, the decision of the 
Commissioner shall in all cases be controlling. 

Sec. 2. The Advisory Council shall forthwith submit to 
the Major Leagues the following proposals for 
adoption : 

(a) Rules to govern the playing of the World Series 
Games. 

(b) Rules to regulate all other contacts between the 

Major Leagues and all matters in which the Major 
Leagues have an interest. 
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(c) Rules to determine the relationships between play- 
ers and Clubs, and between Clubs and Clubs, in all 
cases which concern players or their contracts^ a 
standard form of player's contract, and such other 
formal documents as may from time to time be 
deemed desirable. 
See.. 3, The A4visory Council may from time to time pro- 
a pose to the Major Leagues amendments to any 

. of the foregoing rules, regulations or standard 

forms. 
Sec. 4. ■ The Advisory Council shall recommend to the 
Major Leagues, from time to time, the clerical and 
administrative expenditures necessary and proper 
for the discharge of the Commissioner's duties. 

ARTICLE III. 

THE SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

Sec. 1. The Commissioner shall appoint a Secretary- 
Treasurer who shall hold office during the pleasure 
of the Advisory Council. His duties shall be such 
as the Council shall from time to time determine. 
His compensation shall be fixed by the Council, 
subject to the approval of the Major Leagues. 

ARTICLE IV. 

UNIFORM RULES. 

Sec. 1. Any rules, regulations or standard forms proposed 
as above by the Advisory Council, shall, upon 
formal acceptance by the Major Leagues, become 
binding upon them, and shall not thereafter be 
amended, except by the concurrent action of both 
Major Leagues. The authority of the Commis- 
sioner to determine finally a disagreement between 
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Major Leagues shall extend to the case of a dis* 
agreement over a proposed amendment. 
Sec. 2. Amendments to rules, regulations or standard 
forms shall, after they have become operative, be 
subject to further amendment only as provided in 
Sec. 1 of this Article. 

ARTICLE V. 

JOINT MEETINGS. 

Sec. 1. At all joint meetings of the two Major Leagues, 
and of their constituent clubs, the Commissioner 
shall preside. 

Sec. 2. Upon all questions of an interleague nature, or in 
any matter coming up in a joint meeting of the 
two Ma>or Leagues, the roll shall be called, and 
after voting by Clubs in each League, if there shall 
be a division then the American League shall cast 
one vote, and the National League another vote. 
Should these two votes be at variance, then the 
Commissioner shall cast the deciding vote. There 
shall be no appeal therefrom. 

Sec. 3. Joint meetings of the Major Leagues, an<1 of their 
constituent Clubs, may be called by the Coiivt|^jg. 
sioner upon reasonable notice whenever he i^ 
thereunto requested in writing by the President of 
either of said Leagues. 

ARTICLE VI. 

FINANCES. 
Sec. 1. The expenses of the Advisory Council, including 
the salaries of the Commissioner and of the Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, shall be paid by the Major 
Leagues, except to the extent that funds sufficient 
for the purpose are derived from games conducted 
under the auspices of the Council. 
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Sec. 2. The Major Leagues, and each of their constituent 
Clubs, shall upon the demand of the Council con- 
tribute, share and share alike, to meet, any de- 
ficiency of revenue remaining after the application 
to expenses of all funds properly applicable 
thereto. 



ARTICLE VII. 

SUBMISSION TO JURISDICTION OF 
COMMISSIONER. 

Sec. 1. The Major Leagues and their constituent Clubs, 
severally agtee to be bound by the decisions of 
the Commissioner, and the discipline imposed by 
him under the provisions of this agreement, and 
severally waive such right of recourse to the 
Courts as would otherwise have existed in their 
favor. 

Sec. 2. The form of player's contract to be proposed to 
the lilajor Leagues by the Advisory Council, and 
all contracts between Major Leagues or Clubs and 
their officers and employees, shall contain a clause 
by which the parties agree to submit themselves 
to the discipline of the Commissioner, and to 
accept his decisions rendered in accordance with 
this agreement. 



ARTICLE VIII. 

DURATION OF AGREEMENT. 

Sec. I. This agreement shall remain in force for twenty- 
five (25) years. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

LIMITATION OF AMENDMENTS. 

Sec. 1. Each of the parties hereto subscribes this agree- 
ment in consideration of the promises of all the 
others that no diminution of the compensation 
or powers of the present or any succeeding Com- 
missioner shall be made during his term of office. 

Executed by the parties hereto at Chicago, 111., this 
twelfth day of January, 1921. 

The National League of Professional Base Ball Clubs, 

By John A. Heydler, President. 
The American League of Professional Base Ball Clubs, 

By B. B. Johnson, President 
Boston National League Base Ball Company, 

By Geo. W. Grant, President 
Brooklyn National League Base Ball Club, 

By Charles H. Ebbets, President 
Chicago National League Ball Club, 

By William L. Veeck, President. 
The Cincinnati Base Ball Club Company, 

By Aug. Herrmann, President. 
National Exhibition Company, 

By C. A. Stoneham, President 
The Philadelphia National League Club, 

By William F. Baker, President. 
Pittsburgh Athletic Company, 

By Barney Dreyfuss, President 
St. Louis National Base Ball Club, 

By Sam Breadon, President 
Boston American League Base Ball Club, 

By H. H. Frazee, President 
13 
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American League Base Ball Club of Chicago, 

By Chas. A. Comiskey, President. 

The Cleveland Base Ball Company, 

By J. C. Dunn, President. 

Detroit Base Ball Company, 

By Frank J. Navin, President. 

American League Base Ball Club of New York, Inc., 
By Jacob Ruppert, President. 

American Base Ball Club of Philadelphia, 

By Thos. S. Shibe, Vice-President. 

St. Louis American League Base Ball Company, 

By J. A. Robt. Quinn, Vice-President. 

Washington American League Base Ball Club, 
By Clark C. Griffith, President. 
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PLEDGE TO SUPPORT THE COMMISSIONER 



Chicago, January 12, 1921. 

We, the undersigned, earnestly desirous of insuring to 
the public wholesome and high-class base ball, and believ- 
ing that we ourselves should set for the Players an 
example of the sportmanship which accepts the umpire's 
decision without complaint, hereby pledge ourselves loyally 
to support the Commissioner in his important and difficult 
task; and we assure him that each of us will acquiesce in 
his decisions, even when we believe them mistaken, and 
that we will not discredit the sport by public criticism of 
him or of one another. 



(Signed) B. B. Johnson, 

John A. Heydler, 
Aug. Herrmann. 
Jacob Ruppert, 
Chas. a. Comiskey, 
William L. Veeck, 
J. C Dunn, 
Clark C. Griffith, 

W. M. RiCHARBSON, 

Benj. F. Shibe, 
Thos. S. Shibe, 
Connie Mack, 
James C. Jones, 
Wm. F. Baker, 
Barney Dreyfuss, 



A. D. Lasker, 

George Washington Grant, 

Robert Quinn, 

Walter E. Fritsch, 

Sam Breadon, 

John O. Seys, 

Chas. A. Stoneham, 

John J. McGraw, 

Branch Rickey, 

Frank J. Navin, 

L. C. RucH, 

Harry M. Grabiner, 

Charles H. Ebbets, 

Harry H. Frazee. 



15 



Digitized 



by Google 



MAJOR LEAGUE RULES. 

Adopted Pursuant to the Provisions of Article II, Section 2, 
of the Major League Agreement of January 12, 1921. 



ARTICLE I. 

CIRCUITS. 

National Section 1. The Circuit of the National League 
League shall comprise the following cities: Boston, 
Circuit. Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Cincinnati and New York, in which last-named 
city there shall be two clubs (one as now located in the 
Borough of Manhattan, and one as now located in the 
Borough of Brooklyn). 

Americaii Sec. 2. The Circuit of the American 

League Circuit. League shall comprise the following 
cities: Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago and St. Louis. 

Competition. Sec. 3. To preserve and stimulate compe- 

tion for the League Pennants and for the 
World Championship, the circuits thus established shall 
remain unchanged either by withdrawal from a city, by 
inclusion of another city or by consolidation of clubs 
within a city, unless in any case the change is approved 
b" a majority of clubs in each League, except that the cir- 
cuit of either Major League shall not be changed except 
by the unanimous consent of the clubs constituting said 
League; nor shall any Club release a player or assign his 
contract with intent to impair the playing strength of the 
club. 



ARTICLE II. 

PLAYERS. 

Uniform Section 1. To preserve morale and to pro- 

Contract, duce the similarity of conditions necessary to 
keen competition, the contracts between all 
clubs and their players shall be in a single form which 
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shall be prescribed by the Advisory Council. No club 
shall make a contract different from the uniform contract 
or a contract containing a non-reserve clause, except with 
the written approval of the Advisory Council. All con- 
tracts shall be in duplicate and the player shall retain a 
counterpart original. The making of any agreement be- 
tween a club and a player not embodied in the contract 
shall subject both parties to discipline by the Commis- 
sioner. Contracts must be tendered to all Major League 
players on or before February 15th. 

ReMrratioii. Sec. 2. To preserve discipline and to pre- 
vent the weakening of competition through 
enticement of players, no club shall employ a player who 
is under contract with another club or has broken his con- 
tract with another club, or with whom another club has 
reserved the right of renewal; provided in the latter case 
that the reserving club is not indebted to the player for 
arrears of salary. 

Number of Sec. 3. Since the supply of skilled players 

Players. is not equal to the demand, no club shall 

have title to or under its control at any one 
time more than forty (40) players, exclusive of the man- 
ager and of players who have been promulgated as ineligi- 
ble or voluntarily retired. From May 15th to August 31st 
of each year the number of players in the active service of 
a club shall not exceed twenty-five (25). exclusive of the 
manager and players who have been promulgated as ineli- 
gible or voluntarily retired. Players on whose services a 
club reserves an option to recall shall count in the forty 
(40) limit; provided the Advisory Council may, in its dis- 
cretion, modify this provision for the playing season of 
1921 only, should it be found that an excess number of 
optional agreements were made by clubs prior to January 
12, 1921. A player on the "Suspended" list shall be con- 
sidered an active player and count in the player limit. 

Reserratioii Sec. 4. On or before November 1st in 

List. each year each Major League club shall 

transmit to its League President a list of 
not exceeding forty (40) active and eligible players, ex- 
cluding the manager, which players the club desires to 
reserve for the ensuing season; and also a list of players 
who have voluntarily retired or are under suspension or 
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are ineligible because of failure to respect a reservation or 
sign a contract tendered in pursuance thereof. On or be- 
fore November 15th the League Presidents shall transmit 
all of said lists to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory 
Council, who shall thereupon promulgate same, and there- 
after no player on any list shall be eligible to play for any 
other club until his contract has been assigned or he has 
been released. 

Terminatioii Sec. 5. The relation between the club and 
of Serrice. the player created by contract may be 
termmated before the expiration of the 
specified term either by release or assignment by the club, 
or by breach of the contract by one of the parties, or by 
the player's refusal to respect reservation. 

Unconditional Sec. 6. (a) In case a club gives notice 

Release. to its League President of intention to 

release a player unconditionally, any other 
club in the same League shall have a right to an assign- 
ment of the player's contract, the right to be exercised 
within ten days. If no assignment is requested within 
that period, any club in the other League is free to con- 
tract with the player. Ten days* written notice of release 
must be given to the player by the club, but the notice is 
revocable within that period. When two or more requests 
are made for an assignment of the player's contract, the 
League President shall determine the question by lot. 

Veteran (b) In case a club no longer desires to retain 
Players, a player, he shall at his request be given an un- 
conditional release if he has been in one or both 
Major Leagues an aggregate of ten complete seasons, and 
if no Major League club desires an assignment of his con- 
tract, after tender of such assignment has been made 
through the regular waiver channels. 

Assignment. Sec. 7. (a) A club may assign to another 

club an existing contract with a player. The 
player upon receipt of written notice of such assignment 
is by his contract bound to serve the assignee. After 
such assignment the assignee is liable for the player's 
salary thereafter accruing and the assignor ceases to be 
liable therefor. Written notice of assignment of his con- 
tract shall be given to a player. 
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(b) No assignment of contract shall be made from 
August 1st to the close of the championship season by 
one Major League club to another club of the same 
League, or to a club of the other League, except after 
all clubs of the League comprising the club desiring to 
make the transfer shall have had an opportunity to take 
an assignment of such contract, the tender to be made 
through the regular waiver channels. 

(c) Before a club may assign a player's contract to a 
Minor League club, each Major League club must be 
given an opportunity to take an assignment of such 
contract; and only when no such club accepts the assign- 
ment may the assignment to the Minor League club 
be consummated. Preference in opportunity shall be 
given to clubs in the assignor's league, and conflicting 
claims shall be determined by lot. In case of claim by 
any Major League club, the assignor may, within five 
days after receipt of advice of such claim, give notice of 
intention to retain the player. A club of the opposite 
Major League accepting the assignment shall pay a con- 
sideration therefor as follows: 

1. In the case of one who has been a Major 
League player for at least a year, or has been re- 
called by a Major League club after intervening 
service with a Minor League club, $4,000. 

2. In the case of a selected player, the considera- 
tion shall be equal to the sum paid or to be paid to 
the club from which he came, together with the addi- 
tional consideration of $250. 

3. In the case of a player who, at the time of 
entering contract, was a free agent, the consideration 
shall be $1,500 during the period covering the first 
calendar year of such player's service, and $4,000 
thereafter. 

4. In the case of a player whose contract has been 
acquired by the assignor otherwise than by selection 
or the exercise of the right of recall within one year 
from the date of the Transfer Agreement approved 
by the Commissioner, the consideration shall be the 
amount paid the club from which the player came 
and the assumption of any future obligations. 

(d) The contract of a player assigned by a Minor to a 
Major League club otherwise than by selection or the 
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exercise of right of recall may be reassigned to a Minor 
League club within the year under an approved Optional 
Agreement without giving opportunity to the other fifteen 
Major League clubs to take such assignment through the 
regular waiver channels. The year shall begin from the 
date appearing on the original Agreement of Assignment 
recorded with the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory 
Council. 

Interleague Sec. 8. (a) Waivers on the services of a 

WaiTers. selected player may be asked at any time, but 

such player's contract shall not be assigned 
to a Minor League club within a year of his selection until 
the player has been in the actual service of the Major 
League club during the regular or training season. A 
player having served with one or more Major League 
clubs for the full playing season immediately following 
the year of his selection shall no longer be considered a 
"selected" player. Waivers on the services of any other 
player may be asked at any time. 

(b) Interleague waivers, when granted, shall be in effect 
for one year from the date request is made by President 
of the League of which the requesting club is a member; 
provided, this shall not apply if the player so waived on 
has had intervening service with a Minor League club. 

(c) On receipt of a request for waivers from the Presi- 
dent of the League of the club seeking the same, the 
President of the opposite Major League shall, within 
seventy-two hours, if the request be received during the 
championship season, or within seven days at all other 
times, either waive or file claim to such player. Failure 

of a club to reply within the time limit shall be a waiver. 
The time limit within which interleague waivers can be 
exercised will begin to run from the time desionated as 
the receiving time at the telegraph office of the city where 
the headquarters of the opposite Major League is located, 
with the proviso that telegrams received on Sunday or 
after twelve o'clock noon Saturday shall be considered as 
received on the following Monday at nine o'clock, if such 
Monday is not a holiday; and that all telegrams which are 
received on holidays shall be considered as received at 
nine o'clock on the day following such a holiday, when 
such following day is not a Sunday, and that where the 
time limit expires on Sunday it shall be extended until the 
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following Monday. In case there should be conflict in 
time, due to varying state or local daylight savings regu- 
lations, Standard Time shall govern. 

Selection. Sec. 9. Between October 15th and 20th in 
any year, at a meeting place to be designated 
by the Commissioner, a Major League club may indicate a 
player in good standing in any club included in the 
National Association an assignment of whose contract is 
desired, and a player so acquired shall be known as a 
"Selected Player." 

Sec. 10. (a) The club desiring the assignment shall give 
notice through the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory 
Council to the Secretary of the National Association. 
Through the same channel payment shall be made of the 
consideration for the assignment in accordance with the 
terms of Article V of the Major-Minor League Agreement, 
which provide that only one player may be selected from 
each club in Class AA and Class A, but that the number 
of players subject to selection from Classes B. C and D 
be unrestricted. The consideration to be paid for such 
• selected players shall be $5,000 for a player selected from 
Class AA; $4,000 from Class A; $2,500 from Class B; 
$1,500 from Class C, and $1,000 from Class D. The con- 
sideration for a player from Class B or lower classifica- 
tion shall be paid in full at the time of selection. One-half 
the consideration for a player selected from either Class 
AA or Class A shall be paid at time of selection, the other 
half to be paid on May 1st following, if the player is 
retained. In case he is not retained, then there shall be no 
refund of the first payment. 

Method of (b) The system of selecting Minor League 

Selection. players by Major League clubs shall be as 

follows : 

There shall be sixteen selections, numbered from 

1 to 16, which shall be awarded to the sixteen Major 

League clubs in the following manner: 

The National League and the American League 
shall determine by lot which League shall have the 
odd-numbered selections and which the even-num- 
bered for 1921, and reverse annually thereafter. The 
League securing the odd numbers shall award selec- 
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tion No. 1 to their eighth place club, No. 3 to the 
seventh place club, and so on up to the leading club 
of their League which shall receive selection No. 15. 
The League securing the even numbers shall award 
selection No. 2 to their eighth place club. No. 4 to 
the seventh place club, and so on up to the leading 
club of their League which shall receive selection 
No. 16. 

The sixteen Major League clubs shall, as their 
numbers are announced in numerical order, have the 
right to make a free selection of one player (nam- 
ing player, club and league) from any club in a 
Minor League which has accepted the system of 
selection. When the club holding No. 16 has exer- 
cised its right of selection, then the process of selec- 
tion shall be repeated. When a club's list of eligi- 
ble players, including those thus selected, shall total 
40, then said club shall have no further right of selec- 
tion. A club having announced its selection in 
proper order cannot thereafter cancel the same. 

Time Limit on Sec. 11. The transfer of the services 

Transfers. of a player by a Minor League club to a 

Major League club, or by one Minor 
League club to another Minor League club after Septem- 
ber 15th and until November 5th, inclusive, is prohibited. 

Return of Sec. 12. (a) A Major League club desiring 
Selected to assign the contract of a selected player to 
Players. a Minor League club within one year of his 
selection, shall first tender, through the Presi- 
dent of its League, the assignment to such Minor League 
clubs of higher classification as have accepted the system 
of selection; and if the tender be not accepted by any 
club of higher classification, then to the club from which 
the player was taken. 

(b) A Minor League club deciding to accept such a 
tender as is provided for in the preceding subsection must 
pay to the Major League club a sum equal to the original 
selection price in all cases in which the selected player 
came from a Class B club or a club of lower classification. 
In case the player came from a Class AA or Class A club, 
the Minor League club must pay to the Major League 
club a sum equal to 75 per cent of the original selection 
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prke if the same has been paid in full, or in case the Brst 
installment only has been paid, must pay to the Minor 
League club from which the player came the amount of 
the deferred installment. The sum payable by the Minor 
League club must in all cases b^ paicl within 48 hours from 
receipt of notice of assignment, payment to be made to 
the Secretary of the National Association for account of 
the club to which the payment is due. 

(c) To carry out the provisions of this Rule a Minor 
League club desiring the reassignment of the contract 
of a selected player, shall notify the Secretary of the 
National Association to such effect on or before February 
15th. In default of such notice. Major League clubs shall 
have unrestricted opportunity to release or assign the con- 
tracts of selected players who, after trial of their skill, 
may fail to come up to the required standard of play. 

Optional Sec. 13. (a) Assignments of players' con- 

AgreemenU. tracts by Major League to Minor League 
clubs must in general be absolute assign- 
ments; but in a limited number of cases — not exceeding 
eight (8) in any one year — a Major League club may re- 
serve a right of recall, exercisable on or before September 
15th next ensuing, provided a consideration for the assign- 
ment of not less than $300 is in each case paid by the 
Minor League club and provided the assignment is filed 
with and appproved by the Commissioner. Such assign- 
ments shall be known as Optional Agreements, and shall 
be permitted for not more than tyvo successive seasons in 
the case of any one player. Provided, that, for the season 
of 1921, special provisions may be adopted by the Advisory 
Council to protect clubs which entered into an excess 
number of optional agreements prior to January 12, 1921. 

(b) No player shall be released under an Optional 
Agreement during the period between September 16th and 
November 5th, both inclusive. 

(c) If the club accepting a player under an Optional 
Agreement does not desire to retain him, it may assign his 
contract to another club, subject to such option; but be- 
fore such player may be released outright the Major 
League club holding^ the option shall be given five days' 
notice of such intention, and on its failure to at once recall 
the player its right to reclaim him under the Optional 
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Agreement shall be forfeited, and the player shall become 
a free agent. The Minor League club's responsibility for 
the salary of a player accepted by it under an Optional 
Agreement shall cease at the expiration of the five days* 
notice to the Major League club of its intention to release 
such player. 

(d) A club which exercises a right of recall shall be 
responsible to the player for any arrearage in salary to 
him from the club from which he is recalled, which shall 
be repaid to the club settling the player's claim. 

(e) A player recalled under an Optional Agreement 
shall not be entitled to salary beyond the season of the 
assigning club from the club recalling him unless he 
reports to the latter by its direction. 

(f) A club which during the period of its training season 
or after the beginning of the ternl of its contract with a 
player makes an Optional Agreement with a club whose 
championship season commences after that of the assign- 
ing club must pay him at the rate of his assigned contract 
from the time it would have become eflFective but for the 
assignment up to the day his salary starts with his new 
club; provided the player promptly reports to and gives 
service to the club to which his contract is assigned. 

(g) All right or claim of a Major League club to a 
player, unless it be under an Optional Agreement ap- 
proved by the Commissioner, shall cease when such player 
becomes a member of a Minor League club, and no 
arrangement between clubs for the loan or return of a 
player other than by an approved Optional Agreement 
shall be binding between the parties to it, or recognized by 
other clubs. 

Form of Sec.^ 14. (a) The Advisory Council shall 

Agreement, prescribe the form of Assignments and of 
Optional Agreements, and no such tranac- 
tion shall be recognized as valid unless within five days 
after execution a counterpart original of the document 
shall be filed with the Secretary-Treasurer of the Council 
and approved by the Commissioner. Penalties may be 
imposed in case agreements are made which are not em- 
bodied in the document as filed, such penalties to be im- 
posed by the Commissioner. Assignments and Optional 
Agreements shall be promulgated by the Secretary- 
Treasurer. 
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(b) There shall be six (6) counterpart originals of all 
Assignments and Optional Agreements, of which one is to 
be retained b^ each of the parties and the others mailed 
to the followmg: One copy each to the Secretary-Treas- 
urer of the Advisory Council, the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Association, the President of the National League 
and the President of the American League. The counter- 
past original sent to the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Advisory Council shall be accompanied by a check for the 
consideration, which check in the case of a payment due a 
Minor League club shall be to the order of the Secretary 
of the National Association. 

Voliintmrily Sec. 15. A player who desires to 

Retirecl Plajrers. retire from the profession shall, on or 
before February 1st preceding the play- 
ing season in which he shall desire to retire, make written 
application to his club president, stating fully his reasons 
therefor. Such player may then be recorded as a **Volun- 
tarily Retired" player with the President of the League. 
(Amended pursuant to recommendation adopted by Ad- 
visory Council at meeting April 17, 1921.) 

Suspended Sec. 16. A club may suspend a player for 
PUyers. insubordination or other misconduct, and dur- 
ing the period of suspension the player shall 
not be entitled to his salary, and shall be ineligible to play 
with any other club. 

IneliciUe Sec. 17. Any player who violates his con- 

Players, tract or reservation, or who fails to report to 

his club within ten days after the opening of 
the championship season, or who participates in a game 
with or against a club containing or controlled by ineligible 
players or a player under indictment for conduct detri- 
mental to the good repute of professional baseball, shall 
be considered an ineligible player and placed on the 
"Ineligible** list. The Commissioner may also at any time 
determine, either of his own motion or at the request of a 
league or club, that the best interests of the game require 
a player to be declared ineligible, and after such declara- 
tion no club shall be permitted to employ him unless he 
shall have been reinstated. 
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Reinstmtement. Sec. 18. Any "voluntarily retired" or "in- 
eligible" player may apply for reinstatement, 
or to have his status changed from tHe "ineligible" to the 
"volimtarily retired" list. Such application shall be filed with 
the President of his Major League, who shall certify the 
application to the Commissioner, who shall determine 
whether or not the application shall be granted and who 
may grant it upon such terms and conditions as the facts 
may in his judgment warrant. (Amended pursuant' to 
recommendation adopted by Advisory Council at meeting 
April 17, 1921.) 

Duqualification Sec. 19. Whenever a player has been 

of Player. duly disqualified to serve any Major 

League club the fact shall be promul- 
gated by the President of the League in which the player 
was serving at the date of disqualification. Clubs are not 
required to tender contracts to players whose names ap- 
pear on their reservation lists as "Voluntarily Retired" or 
"Ineligible." 

Protection of Sec. 20. (a) A player without previous 

the Player. professional experience who contracts with 

a Major League club and whose contract is 
assigned by it without a trial of his skill or within the first 
season of his service, shall be declared a free agent if the 
club to which his contract is assigned does not assume 
the salary stipulated in his original contract to the close of 
its term. 

(b) A club which assigns to another club the contract 
of a player who is in its active service shall at the time 
of notifying such player of his transfer deliver to him a 
railroad and sleeping-car ticket, if the latter is required, to 
the city designated by the assignee, which club shall forth- 
with reimburse the assigning club for such transportation. 

(c) A player who is in the service of a club for part of a 
season only shall receive such proportion of the season's 
salary, or of the monthly salary, multiplied by six, stated 
in his contract, as the number of days of actual employ- 
ment bears to the number of days in the season, or the 
number of days in the season plus the additional number 
of days for which the player is held, provided he be not 
held more than six months from the beginning of the 
season. 
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(d) A player suspended by a club or league for a term 
longer than ten days shall have the right of appeal to the 
•Commissioner, who is given authority to order his rein- 
statement and afford him adequate redress if he holds that 
the punishment is excessive or not merited. 

(e) A club assigning a player's contract to a Minor 
League club shall be responsible for the player's salary 
under his contract up to and including the day notice of 
such assignment is served upon him. and in addition for 
the number of days' travel required by the player if he 
promptly reports to the club to which his contract is 
assigned. 

Protection Sec. 21. (a) Any agreement between club 

of the Club. and player for service, evidenced by written 
acceptance, whether by letter or telegram, 
or receipt from player for money advanced to him to bind 
such agreement, shall be construed to be a contract and 
held to be binding, provided the player declines to enter 
into a formal contract; but his refusal to sign such formal 
contract shall render him disqualified to play with the con- 
tracting club or to enter the service of any other club un- 
less released or assigned. The validity of an informal con- 
tract, arrangement or agreement between a club and player 
for the future service of the latter will not be recognized 
unless the written proof thereof is submitted to the Presi- 
dent of the League, within ten days after such agreement 
is made. 

(b) In the event of the death or permanent incapacity 
of a player, or his retirement from the game, during the 
interval between Assignment or Optional Agreement and 
the date of reporting to the assignee club, the agreement 
shall be void, and the consideration theretofore given by 
the latter club shall be returned. This rule shall not apply 
to selected players. 

(c) No player may leave the service of his club to 
become a club owner or manager of another club, whether 
he does or does not participate in games with such club, 
unless he shall have secured his release from the club hav- 
ing title to his services. Should such player and his club 
be unable to agree upon the conditions of his release, the 
Commissioner shall determine the compensation. 

(d) A player, who, during the championship season, par- 
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ticipates in a game of ball with a club other than the one 
with which he has contracted, shall be penalized by a fine 
in such amount as may be determined by the Commis- 
sioner. 



ARTICLE III. 

ADMINISTRATION. 



AdTuory Section 1. (a) The Advisory Council may 
Council. formulate rules to facilitate the dispatch of its 
business not inconsistent with these Major 
League rules. 

(b) The Commissioner and one other member shall con- 
stitute a quorum at all meetings of the Advisory Council. 
The Commissioner shall always preside. Any questions 
pending before the Advisory Council may be decided by a 
mail vote if the members are unanimous with regard to it. 

(c) The annual meeting of the Advisory Council shall 
be held the day following the deciding game of the 
World's Series and in the city where such game is played. 
Other meetings may be called by the Commissioner, and a 
meeting must be called by him if the two League Presi- 
dents unite in a request. 

Secretary- Sec. 2. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be the 
Treasurer. Secretary of the Advisory Council and shall 
be entitled to attend its meetings, but without 
vote. He shall discharge the usual duties of a secretary, 
and in addition the following: The usual duties of a 
treasurer, the duties of a recorder of all transactions with 
players, the duties of a clerk of court when the Commis- 
sioner sits to discharge his duties under the Major League 
Agjreemenlt, and ^ch -ippjecific duties as these Major 
League Rules impose upon him and such as the Advisory 
Council may determine. He shall give bond for the faith- 
ful performance of duty in such amount and form and 
with such surety as the Advisory Council may prescribe. 

Finances. Sec. 3. (a) All money received by the Sec- 
retary-Treasurer in his official capacity shall 
be deposited in such accounts as the Advisory Council 
may direct and the terms of every such deposit shall be 
such that no check can be honored unless in addition to 
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the signature of the Secretary-Treasurer it shall bear the 
counter-signature of the Commissioner. Provided, how- 
ever, that the Advisory Council may authorize a deposit 
account for petty disbursements subject to the check of 
the Secretary-Treasurer. 

(b) A monthly financial statement shall be rendered by 
the Secretary-Treasurer and a copy thereof sent to each 
member of the Advisory Council. At least once in each 
year the books shall be audited by a certified public 
accountant to be designated by the Presidents of the two 
Leagues, and a copy of his audit shall be sent by him to 
each club president. • 

(c) The Advisory Council shall upon its organization 
and thereafter at its annual meeting prepare a statement 
of the items of administrative expense for the ensuing 
year, including the salaries of the Commissioner, the Sec- 
retary-Treasurer and all general and special employees, 
office rent, equipment, accessories and supplies, traveling 
expenses, printing, postage, telegrams and World Series 
expenses, together with a contingent fund not to exceed 
$10,000. Checks duly countersigned may be drawn for 
such of these purposes and for such amounts as the Ad- 
visory Council may direct. But no checks for items not 
included in such statement shall be drawn except with the 
approval of the two Leagues given upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Advisory Council. 

(d) All funds in the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer 
shall be deemed the joint funds of the two Leagrues, and 
the Leagrues and their constituent clubs shall upon request 
of the Advisory Council supply the Secretary-Treasurer 
with money needed to meet authorized expenditures to the 
extent that the funds at the disposal of the Advisory 
Council may at any time prove inadequate. 

BulletiiM. Sec. 4. The Presidents of the two Leagues 

shall transmit weekly to the Secretary-Treas- 
urer bulletins of information covering all releases of play- 
ers, assignments of players* contracts and all other mat- 
ters of interleague interest or concern. The Secretary- 
Treasurer shall transmit bulletins weekly to all Major 
League clubs embracing the foregoing information. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

WORLD'S SERIES. 

World's Section 1. The pennant-winning club 

Championsliip. of the National League and the pennant- 
winning club of the American Leagrue 
shall meet annually in a series of games for the Pro- 
fessional Base Ball Championship of the World. 

The Pennant Sec. 2. The emblem of the Profes- 

and Memento. sional Base Ball Championship of the 
World shall be a pennant, to be pre- 
sented to the victorious club each year, and an appropriate 
memento, to cost One Hundred ($100) Dollars, shall be 
awarded to each player of the victorious club. Both shall 
be selected by the Commissioner. 

SuperrUion. Sec. 3. The games shall be placed under 
the supervision, control and direction of the 
Commissioner. 

Time. Sec. 4. The event shall take place at the end of 
the championship season of each year. Nine de- 
cisive games shall constitute a complete series. 

Place. Sec. 5. (a) The Commissioner shall promulgate 
a schedule for the event. Four games shall be 
scheduled in each of the cities of the contesting clubs. 
The Commissioner shall determine by lot where the first 
two games shall be played. In case it becomes necessary 
to play the ninth game to decide the event, the Commis- 
sioner shall determine by lot the city in which that game 
is to be played. 

(b) A scheduled game, postponed for legal cause, called 
before it becomes a regulation game, or terminating with 
the score tied, shall, unless the schedule explicitly pro- 
vides to the contrary, be played oflF on the grounds for 
which it was scheduled before the succeeding scheduled 
game for the other city shall be contested, and the dates 
assigned for subsequent games shall thereupon be moved 
forward. 

Playing Sec. 6. The games shall be conducted accord- 
Rules, ing to the playing rules governing competition 
for the League pennants. 
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Eliffibility. Sec. 7. To be eligible for the World's 

Championship Series, a player must be a bona- 
fide member of a qualifying team under a playing contract, 
approved and promulgated by the president of the major 
league of which such club is a member on or before the 
31st day of August of that year. Such time limit for eli- 
gibility shall also apply to the Major League teams in all 
other series conducted by the Commissioner. Provided, 
however, that at the requests of the clubs participating in 
any series except that for the World's Championship, 
other players may be permitted to participate in games 
with the approval of the Commissioner. 

Victory. Sec. 8. (a) The clubs shall continue to play 
each day according to the authorized schedule 
until one of them has won five games, when the contest 
shall end. 

(b) Both teams that contest in the World's Series are 
required to disband immediately after its close and the 
members thereof are forbidden to participate as indi- 
viduals or as a team in exhibition games during the year 
in which that World's Championship was decided. 

Right to Sec. 9. The Commissioner shall have the 

Terminate, right to terminate the series at any time that 
he deems the interest of base ball demands it. 
and to declare one of the contesting clubs the winner of 
the championship regardless of previous performances. 

Guarantee. Sec. 10. (a) Each of the clubs participating 
in the World's Series or in any Series under 
the Commissioner's auspices shall guarantee to the Com- 
missioner in such manner as the latter may prescribe, that 
it will faithfully carry out all of the provisions of these 
rules and regulations, and such others as may hereafter 
be made to govern the games, and that it will not exercise 
an arbitrary right or privilege of abandoning the series 
until the championship has been determined. 

(b) A certified check for $10,000, payable to the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, shall be deposited with him by each quali- 
fying Club three days before the commencement of the 
Series as a guarantee for the performance of the above 
undertaking. Such certified check, or so much of its value 
as the Commissioner may deem adequate, shall be for- 
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feited and credited to the joint funds of the Leagues if, on 
investigation, a club is adjudged to have violated any of 
its obligations. 

Umpires. Sec. 11. (a) There shall be four umpires, 
who shall be invested with the authority and 
discretion that the playing rules confer, and they shall 
observe the same general instructions with reference to 
maintaining order and discipline upon the ball Held during 
these contests that govern them in the performance of 
their duties in all other games in their respective leagues, 
(b^l The President of the National League and the 
President of the American League shall each select two 
umpires from their respective leagues, and the umpires so 
chosen shall be assigned to duty by, and be subject to, the 
orders of the Commissioner. 

Expenses. Sec. 12. (a) The expenses of the Commis- 

sioner pertaining to these games, the compen- 
sation of the umpires, scorers, business representatives, 
and other miscellaneous and contingent expenses in con- 
nection therewith, shall be met by the Commissioner. 

(b) The expenses of both Clubs, such as hotel bills and 
traveling expenses, base balls, advertising, printing of all 
tickets, policing of grounds, ticket sellers and takers, inci- 
dentals, etc., shall be paid by the Club incurring the same. 
Should any difference arise at any time as to the latter ex- 
pense, the same shall be submitted to the Commissioner 
for adjudication, and his finding shall be conclusive. 

Rights of Sec. 13. Each contesting club shall pre- 

the Clubs, serve its constitutional rights during games 
played upon its own grounds with reference 
to the conduct of its business affairs in connection there- 
with, but the visiting club shall also be allowed whatever 
representation and facilities it may require to properly 
protect the interests of the club and its players. Pro- 
vided, however, that the captain of the home team shall 
not be accorded the privilege to determine whether the 
grounds are fit. This authority is delegated to the um- 
pires. If they fail to agree, the umpire whose turn it is 
to officiate behind the plate will decide as to the condition 
of the ground. 
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Rates of Sec. 14. The rates of admission and the 

Admistioii. conditions governing the same shall be fixed 
by and be under the control of the Commis- 
sioner. 

DiTision Sec. 15. The receipts from the games 

of Receipts. shall be divided as follows: 

(a) Fifteen per cent of the gross receipts from all games 
shall be paid to the Secretary-Treasurer. 

(b) Sixty per cent of the balance from the first fk\t 
games shall form a fund for the players of the contesting 
teams and of the teams finishing second and third in their 
respective pennant races, which shall be apportioned and 
disbursed by the Secretary-Treasurer as follows: 

1. Seventy-five per cent of the pool to the elig- 
ible players of the teams contesting in the World's 
Series; sixty per cent of same to go to the winners 
and forty per cent to the losers. 

2. The remaining twenty-five per cent shall be 
apportioned between the second and third teams in 
each Major League, sixty per cent thereof to the 
players of the second teams in each league and forty 
per cent thereof to ^o to the players of the teams 
finishing third in their respective leagues. Provided, 
however, that the fully prescribed amount shall not 
be allotted to eligible players who have not been 
in the actual service of their respective teams for 
eight weeks or more during the current season. The 
compensation of such players shall be as may be 
determined by the Commissioner, with due consid- 
eration to the length and value of each of such 
player's services to his teani, 

(c) After the fifteen per cent payable to the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and the sixty per cent which forms the 
players' pool in the first five games, the balance of the 
gross receipts shall be equally divided between the two 
clubs; provided, however, that fifty per cent of the gross 
receipts received by the two clubs under this division shall 
be paid by them into the treasuries of the respective 
leagues of which they are members. Provided further, 
that if it becomes necessary that the eighth and ninth 
games are played, or both, then seventy-five per cent of 

89 



Digitized 



by Google 



the gross receipts received by the two clubs under this 
division shall be paid by them into the treasuries of 
their respective leagues. 

(d) A settlement shall be made by the home club with 
the representatives of the Commissioner after the close 
of each game, by turning over to them one check for 
the gross gate receipts, the same being made payable to 
the Secretary-Treasurer. 

(e) Neither of the contesting clubs shall give or pay 
a bonus or prize to any or all of its players before or 
after the completion of the series, and a player released 
by a club to another club in the same league shall not 
participate in the proceeds of such series as a present or 
reward from his former teammates, the releasing club 
or any of its officials. 

Adjustment Sec. 16. In the event that the schedule 
of Salaries. for a world's championship series extends 

beyond the players' contract season, then 
the salaries of the players who properly belong to the 
contesting clubs shall continue, at the contract rate, to 
the end of the series of games. 

Umpires' Sec. 17. The compensation of the four 

Compensation. umpires shall be determined by adding 
together one winning player's and one 
losing player's share of the pool, and dividing the sum 
between the umpires equally. The sum so paid shall be 
disbursed by the Secretary-Treasurer from the funds of 
the Commissioner. 

Free List Sec. 18. The free list shall be suspended 

Suspended, during the contest, except to representatives 
of the press and official guests of the Com- 
missioner. 

Presentation Sec. 19. The pennant and mementos 

of Emblem. shall be presented to the victorious club 
and its players, each year, by the Commis- 
sioner, who is authorized to arrange for all of the details 
of such presentation. 
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Disputes. Sec. 20. All questions arising out of the 

playing for the world's championship not pro- 
vided for herein, nor covered by the Playinjf Rules, shall 
be dealt with and decided by the Commissioner. 

Miscellaneous Sec. 21. (a) The list of eligible play- 

Regulations, ers of each team, names of um0ires and 

official scorers and business representa- 
tives of the Commissioner, as well as the rates of admis- 
sion, methods for selling and distributing tickets and such 
other regulations as may be deemed advisable, shall be 
included in the Bulletin containing the schedule. 

(b) Spectators will not be permitted to encroach or 
stand on the playing fields at any point, unless the Com- 
missioner grants special authority to do so. A club that 
plans to accommodate patrons in excess of the regular 
seating capacity of its plant is required to erect, with the 
approval of the municipal authorities and permission of 
the Commissioner, safe, temporary stands or circus seats 
with a strong railing in front thereof, extending from the 
grandstand or skirting the outfield. The left or right 
field emergency seats shall not be less than 235 feet, and 
the center field seats shall not be less than 300 feet from 
the home plate. 

(c) The sale, distribution of and settlement for tickets 
will be conducted as follows: 

1. Each club shall provide its reserved seat and 
general admission tickets with rain checks attached. 

2. Reserved seat coupon tickets for home games 
of the selling club shall be sold and distributed prior 
to the opening of the series at a time and in a man- 
ner annually approved by the Commissioner, to 
meet local conditions. 

(d) Prior to the day of the first scheduled game in its 
city each contestine: club shall furnish the representa- 
tives of the Commissioner with a numbered diagram of 
all its reserved seats, whether in permanent or tempo- 
rary stands, and the settlement therefor by the club with 
the representatives of the Commissioner shall be on the 
basis of the difference between the number of unsold 
tickets and the number listed on such diagram. The count 
of all tickets sold for each game shall be compared by the 
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Commissioner's representatives with the turnstile regis- 
ters, and the home club shall settle for the larger number, 
(e) The order in which requests for reserved seat tick- 
ets shall be filed is as follows: 

1. Forty tickets to the Commissioner for each 
game, to provide accommodations for Major League 
officials and others identified with the game^ 

2. Two hundred reserved seat tickets for each 
game to the visiting Club, for accommodation of 
its officials and guests, the same to be paid for by 
the visiting Club. 

3. Two tickets for each eligible player of the 
visiting team, which shall be delivered to and paid 
for by each player through the business manager 
of his club. 

4. Requests filed by league and club officials 
or parties of prominence with the Commissioner 
or with the Presidents of the two leagues, and ap- 
proved by them. 

5. Requests from daily papers published in a 
contending city, which conduct a baseball depart- 
ment, not exceeding fifty tickets for each game. 
Each paper to be required to submit with the re- 
quest the name, address and number of tickets al- 
lotted to each person. 

6. Requests from daily papers not published in 
either of the cities in which the contending clubs 
are located, which requests have been approved by 
the Commissioner. These papers also to submit the 
name, address and number of tickets allotted to 
each person. 

7. Application for tickets for prizes in contests 
to be conducted by daily papers published in major 
league cities will not be considered by the Com- 
missioner unless same is filed prior to the com- 
mencement of such contest. 

Rules to Apply Sec. 22. These same rules shall ap- 

to Other Games, ply to all other games played between 
National and American League clubs 
upon application being made to the Commissioner, ex- 
cepting Section 2, it being understood that mementos to 
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the players of the victorious club, as well as the pennant 
to be given to the victorious club, shall apply only to the 
World's Series. All players shall be paid at their contract 
rate for all games of this character that they are obliged 
to play after the expiration of their contracts. 



ARTICLE V. 

SCHEDULES AND PLAYING RULES. 

Schedules. Section 1. In each year the League Presi- 

dents shall jointly prepare or cause to be pre- 
pared a schedule of games for the ensuing pennant race 
in each Major League. Upon submission of these sched- 
ules to each League not later than the second week in 
February they shall become the official schedules for such 
Leagues respectively, and no change shall thereafter be 
made in them without the concurrence of both League 
Presidents. 

PUjring Rules. Sec. 2. Upon certificate from either 
Major Leagues that the Playing Rules 
require amendment the Commissioner shall notify each 
League to appoint three uninstructed representatives, who, 
together with the Commissioner and an uninstructed rep- 
resentative of the National Association, shall constitute 
the Rules Committee. The Commissioner shall convene 
the Committee not later than February 15th. Any play- 
ing rule may be revised, repealed or adopted by a ma- 
jority vote and the action of the Committee shall there- 
upon take effect. 



ARTICLE VI. 

ENFORCEMENT OF MAJOR LEAGUE RULES. 

Penalties Section 1. In case the Commissioner shall 

determine that a League or a club has violated 
any of the foregoing Rules, the Commissioner may im- 
pose a fine or, in case of a club, may suspend the benefit 
of any or all of these rules as to such club for a period 
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not exceeding thirty days. If a fine is imposed the 
amount thereof shall not exceed $2,500 in the case of a 
League, or $1,000 in the case of a club. 

Payment Sec. 2. Upon notification of fine it shall 

of Fines. become the duty of the League or club to 
make prompt payment thereof to the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. In case of non-payment the Commis- 
sioner may suspend the benefit of any or all of these 
Rules as respects the League or club in default until such 
time as payment is made. 



ARTICLE VII. 

SUBMISSION TO MAJOR LEAGUE RULES. 

The foregoing Major League Rules having been pro- 
posed by the Advisory Council pursuant to the provisions 
of the Major League Agreement have been duly ac- 
cepted by the clubs of both Major Leagues. They are 
recognized as binding upon both Leagues and upon all 
their constituent clubs and can be amended only as pro- 
vided in said Major League Agreement. 

Kenesaw M. Landis, 

Commissioner. 
B. B. Johnson, 
John A. Heydler, 
Major League Advisory Council. 
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MAJOR-MINOR LEAGUE AGREEMEXT 

Agreement between the National League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs and the American League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs, hereinafter called the Major Leagues, of 
the one part, and the National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, herein called the Minor Leagues, of the 
other part. 



ARTICLE L 

RECOGNITION OF THE COMMISSIONER. 

Sec. 1. The Minor Leagues recognize the office of Com- 
missioner as created by the Major League Agree- 
ment, and submit themselves to his jurisdiction 
only to the extent hereinafter specified. 

Sec. 2. In case conduct detrimental to baseball is charged, 
alleged or suspected, the Commissioner shall have 
jurisdiction to investigate and determine the facts; 
upon such determination he may take and impose 
such preventive, remedial or punitive action as he 
deems appropriate against any party hereto, any 
Minor League or Club connected with the Na- 
tional Association, or any individual, as the case 
may be. 

Sec. 3. Punitive action by the Commissioner may take 
the form of public reprimand, and in the case of 
a player a declaration of temporary or permanent 
ineligibility to play for any Club related to any of 
the parties hereto. 

Sec. 4. In case of any dispute between the Major 
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Leagues, or either of them, or any of their Clubs, 
on the one hand, and the Minor Leagues, or any 
of them, or any of their Clubs, on the other, 
either disputant may certify the dispute to the 
Commissioner for decision, and his determination 
thereof shall be final. 

The National Board of Arbitration of the Na- 
tional Association shall have full and final juris- 
diction to hear and determine all disputes and 
complaints between National Association Clubs 
and National Association players; between one 
club member and another; between Associations 
and Clubs; provided, however, that in cases where 
a player's financial claim amounts to $300 or more, 
or the player claims to be a free agent, an appeal 
may be taken to the Commissioner; but in order 
to perfect such appeal, the appealing player shall 
give written notice of his appeal to the Secretary 
of the National Association, and the opposing par- 
ties to the controversy within thirty days after 
the opinion from which the player appeals shall 
have been rendered. 

The National Board's decision shall be final over 
any and all players* claims to a lesser amount 
than $300. 
Sec. 5. In case of any such dispute as is contemplated by 
Sec. 4 of this Article, a representative designated 
by the Minor Leagues shall be entitled to appear 
before the Commissioner and be heard upon the 
pending question. 

ARTICLE II. 

RECOGNITION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

Sec. 1. The Minor Leagues recognize the official exist- 
ence of the Advisory Council as created by the 
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Major League Agreement, but subject to its juris- 
diction only to the extent set forth herein. In 
Major aJid Minor League matters, the Minor 
Leagues shall be represented by two members on 
the Advisory Council, to be designated by the 
National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues. 
Sec. 2. The Advisory Council shall forthwith prepare 
and submit to the Major and Minor Leagues the 
following proposals for adoption: 

(a) Rules to regulate all contacts between the Major 
and the Minor Leagues and all matters in which 
said Leagues have an interest. 

(b) Rules to determine the relationships between play- 
ers and clubs, and between Clubs and Clubs, in all 
cases which concern players or their contracts, a 
standard form of player's contract and such other 
formal documents as may, from time to time, be 
deemed desirable. 

Sec. 3. The Advisory Council may, from time to time, 
propose to the Major and Minor Leagues amend- 
ments to the foregoing for adoption. 

ARTICLE III. 

UNIFORM RULES. 

Sec. I. Any rules, regulations or standard forms pro- 
posed as above by the Advisory Council shall, 
upon formal acceptance by the Major and Minor 
Leagues, become binding upon them, and shall 
not thereafter be amended, except by the concur- 
rent action of said Leagues. 

Sec. 2. Amendments to rules, regulations and standard 
forms, after they have become operative, shall be 
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subject to further amendment only as provided in 
Sec. 1 of this Article. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SUBMISSION TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
COMMISSIONER. 

Sec. 1. The Major and Minor Leagues severally agree to 
be bound by the decisions of the Commissioner, 
rendered in accordance with the provisions of this 
agreement, and severally waive such right of re- 
course to the Courts as would otherwise have ex- 
isted in their favor. 

Sec. 2. The form of player's contract to be proposed to 
the Major and Minor Leagues by the Advisory 
Council, and all contracts between Minor Leagues 
or Minor League Clubs, and their officers and em- 
employes, shall contain a clause by which the 
parties agree to submit themselves to the dis- 
cipline of the Commissioner and to his decisions 
rendered in accordance with this agreement. 

ARTICLE V. 

PROMOTION AND SELECTION OF 
PLAYERS. 

Sec. 1. The selection prices by Major Leagues shall be 
as follows: 

From Class AA $5,000 

From Class A 4,000 

From Class B 2,500 

From Class C 1,500 

From Class D 1,000 

Selection to commence on October 15 of each 
year. One man only shall be selected from each 
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Class AA Club. One man only shall be selected 
from each Class A Club. For Classes AA and A, 
fifty per cent of selection payment to be made im- 
mediately; second payment on May 1st following, 
if player held. If returned, no refund of first pay- 
ment. 

Any League so desiring may be exempt from 
the selection, but cannot select from National As- 
sociation Clubs. The selection from Classes B, C, 
and D is unrestricted; immediate full payment in 
cash. 

No cancellation of selections. 

The selection being a fixed fundamental law is 
not subject to change in prices excepting with the 
consent of the National Association. 

If all the Minor Leagues agree to operate under 
the Major-Minor League Selection Rules, then the 
Major Leagues agree to sign only college players 
from among players outside of organized base- 
ball, but should any of the Minor Leagues decline 
to subscribe to the Major-Minor League Selection 
Rules, then the Major League Clubs reserve the 
right to sign any free agents, be they college 
players, semi-professional or independent players. 

ARTICLE VI. 

DURATION OF AOREEMENT. 

Sec. 1. This agreement shall remain in force as long as 
the Hon. Kenesaw M. Landis continues to hold 
the office of Commissioner. 

Executed by the parties hereto at Chicago, Illinois, this 
14th day of January, 1921. 
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The National League of Professional Base Ball Clubs, 
By John A. Heydler, President, 
and 
The American League of Professional Base Ball Clubs, 
By B. B. Johnson, President, 

Parties of the First Part. 

The National Association of Professional Base Ball 
Leagues, 

By M. H. Sexton, President, 
J. H. Farrell, Secretary, 

Party of the Second Part. 
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MAJOR-MINOR LEAGUB RULES. 



45 



Digitized 



by Google 



MAJOR-MINOR LEAGUE RULES. 



ARTICLE I. 

Circuits. 

Compensatioii. Section 1. No city in which a club of 
the National Association is located shall 
be included in the circuit of a Major League unless such 
League shall pay to the League in the National Associa- 
tion of which such city may be a member, the sum of 
$5,000.00, and unless the Major League club in question 
shall pay to the Minor League club in the said city such 
reasonable compensation for damage to its assets as may 
be determined by agreement or fixed by the Commis- 
sioner. 

Protection Sec. 2. To insure as far as possible the 
of Major continuance of Major League baseball in 
League cities now able to support it, the existing cir- 

Circuitt. cuits of the Minor Leagues shall not be so 
changed as to include any city in a Major 
League Circuit or any place within five miles thereof 
without the written consent of the League concerned. 

ARTICLE 11. 

PLAYERS. 

Uniform Section L To preserve morale and to pro- 
Contract, duce the similarity of conditions necessary to 
keen competition, the contract between all clubs and theif 
players shall be in a single form which shall be prescribed 
by the Advisory Council. No club shall make a contract 
different from the uniform contract, and no club shall 
make a contract containing a non-reserve clause except 
permission be first secured from the Advisory Council 
in case of a Major League player, or from the National 
Board if a Minor League player. The making of any 
agreement between a club and a player not embodied in 
the contract shall subject both parties to discipline by the 
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Commissioner or the National Board. Contracts must be 
tendered to all Major League players on or before Febru- 
ary 15th, and to all Minor League players on or before 
March 1st. All players shall upon or before reporting 
for duty sign the standard form of contract adopted by 
the Advisory Council. 

Reserration. Sec. 2. To preserve discipline and to pre- 

vent the weakening of competition through 
enticement of players, no club shall employ a player who 
is under contract with another club or has broken his con- 
tract with another club or with whom another club has 
reserved the right of renewal; provided in the latter case 
that the reserving club is not indebted to the player for 
arrears of salary. 

Salary Sec. 3. To prevent undue concentration of 

LimiU. playing talent, the National Association shall 

establish and enforce a schedule of salary limits 

in all Minor Leagues of classifications subordinate to AA. 

Number of Sec. 4. Since the supply of skilled play- 

Players ers is not equal to the demand the Major 

Limited. Leagues shall strictly observe their own rule 

imposing a limitation upon the number of 
players in their clubs and the Minor League clubs shall 
likewise be limited in accordance with the provisions of 
the following schedule: 

Major Leagues shall not have title to more than 40 
players at any time, including players under option, con- 
tract or reservation (Vol. Retired and Ineligible players 
excepted), which number must be reduced to 25 active 
players between May 15th and August 31st. 

Class "AA" clubs shall not have title to more than 35 
players under option, contract or reservation at any time 
(Vol. Retired and Ineligible players excepted), which 
number must be reduced to 25 active players within 30 
days after the opening of the season to the 25th day of 
August of each year. 

Class "A." For 20 days after opening of season, 30 
players; thereafter 23 players until August 25. 

Class "B." For 20 days after opening of season, 20 
players; thereafter 15 players until August 25. 
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Class "C." For 20 days after opening of season, 20 
players; thereafter 14 players until August 25. 

Class *'D.** For 20 days after opening of season, 18 
players; thereafter 14 players until August 25. 

Resenration Sec. 5. On or before October 1st in each 

List. year every Minor League club shall trans- 

mit to the Secretary of the National As- 
sociation, and on or before November 1st every Major 
League club shall transmit to their respective League 
Presidents a list of not exceeding the scheduled number 
of active and eligible players the club desires to reserve 
for the ensuing season, and also a list of players who have 
voluntarily retired or are under suspension or who are 
ineligible because of failure to respect a reservation or 
sign or fulfill a contract in pursuance thereof. On or 
before November 15 the Major League Presidents and 
the Secretary of the National Association shall transmit 
all of said lists to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Ad- 
visory Council. The latter shall thereupon promulgate 
all Major League lists and the Secretary of the National 
Association all Minor League lists, and thereafter no 
player on any list shall be eligible to play for any other 
club until his contract has been assigned or until he has 
been released. 

Selection. Sec. 6. Between October 15th and October 

20th. in any year a Major League club may 
indicate a player in good standing in any club included in 
the National Association which has acceoted the system 
of selection, an assignment of whose contract is desired, 
and if the conditions hereinafter specified are complied 
with, it shall become the duty of the club in question to 
assign the contract as requested. 

Method of Sec. 7. (a) The club desiring the assign- 
Selection, ment shall give notice through the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Advisory Council to the 
Secretary of the National Association. Through the same 
channel payment shall be made of the consideration for 
the assignment in accordance with the terms of Article 
V of the Major-Minor League Agreement. 

(b) The consideration thus paid shall be accounted 
for by the Secretary of the National Association to the 

48 



Digitized 



by Google 



club with which the selected player is under contract, said 
secretary being authorized to deduct therefrom the 
amount of all valid claims or liens against the club or 
territory. In case of such deduction it shall become the 
duty of said Secretary to make payment of the deducted 
sum to the party entitled thereto. 

(c) The system of selecting Minor League players by 
Major League clubs shall be as follows: 

There shall be sixteen selections numbered from 1 to 16, 
which ^ shall be awarded to the sixteen Major League 
clubs in the following manner: 

The National League and the American League shall 
determine, by lot, which league shall have the odd num- 
bered selections and which the even numbered for 1921, 
and reverse annually thereafter. The League securing the 
odd numbers shall award selection No. 1 to their eighth 
place club, No. 3 to the seventh place club, and so on up 
to the leading club of their league which shall receive 
selection No. 15. The League securing the even numbers 
shall award selection No. 2 to their eighth place club, No. 
4 to the seventh place club, and so on up to the leading 
club of their League which shall receive selection No. 16. 

The sixteen Major League clubs shall, as their numbers 
are announced in numerical order, have the right to make 
a free selection of one player (naming player, club and 
league) from any club in a Minor League which has ac- 
cepted the system of selection. When the club holding 
No. 16 has exercised its right of selection, then the process 
of selection shall be repeated. When a club's list of eligi- 
ble players, including those thus selected, shall total 40, 
then said club shall have no further right of selection. A 
club having announced its selection in proper order cannot 
thereafter cancel the same. 

Compliance Sec. 8. The club whose duty it is to 

with Selection, assign a player selected in accordance 
with the foregoing rules shall upon re- 
quest execute and deliver to the selecting club such form 
of assignment as the assignee may indicate. 

''CoToring Up." Sec. 9. No agreement shall be made 

betwen a Major League club and a Minor 

League club for the reassignment of the contract of a se- 
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lected player after the expiration of the period of selec- 
tion. If the Commissioner shall be of opinion that any 
such agreement has been made and has retarded a player 
from advancine in his profession, he may impose an ade- 
quate fine upon each party to such agreement. 

Time Limit Sec. 10. The transfer of the services of 

on Traiulers. a player by a Minor League club to a 
Major League club or by one Minor 
League club to another Minor League club after Septem- 
ber 15th and until November 5th, inclusive, is prohibited. 

Exemption from Sec. 11. (a) A Minor League which 

Selection Rule. does not desire to accept the system 

of selection shall serve notice to that 
effect on the Commissioner on or before February 15, 1921, 
such notice to be transmitted through the office of the Sec- 
retary of the National Association. In default of such 
notice a Minor League shall be deemed to have accepted 
the system of selection. 

(b) After serving notice, the clubs in such League shall 
not be subject to the operation of said system, nor shall 
any club in such League acquire by assignment the con- 
tract of any selected player until the expiration of a year 
from the date of selection. 

Return of Sec. 12. (a) A Major League club desiring 

Selected to assign the contract of a selected player 
Players.* to a Minor League club within one year of 
his selection, shall first tender, through the 
proper channels, the assignment to such Minor League 
clubs of higher classification as have accepted the system 
of selection; and if the tender be not accepted, then to the 
club from which the player was taken. 

(b) A Minor League club deciding to accept such a 
tender as is provided for in the preceding sub-section must 
pay to the Major League club a sum equal to the original 
selection price in all cases in which the selected player 
came from a Class B club or a club of lower classification. 
In case the player came from a Class AA or Class A club, 
the Minor League club must pay to the Major League 
club a sum equal to 75 per cent, of the original selection 
price if the same has been paid in full, or in case the first 
installment only has been paid, must pay to the Minor 
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League club from which, the player came the amount of 
the deferred installment. The sum payable by the Minor 
League club must in all cases be paid within 48 hours from 
receipt of notice of assignment, payment to be made to the 
Secretary of the National Association for account of the 
club to which the payment is due. 

(c) To carry out the provisions of this Rule a Minor 
League club desiring the reassignment of the contract of 
a selected player, shall notify the Secretary of the National 
Association to such effect on or before February 15th. In 
default of such notice, Major .League clubs shall have un- 
restricted opportunity to release or assign the contracts of 
selected players who, after trial of their skill, may fail to 
come up to the required standard of play. 

Optional Sec. 13. (a) Assignments of players' con- 

Agreementt. tracts by Major League to Minor League 
clubs must in genersd be absolute assign- 
ments, but in a limited number of cases as specified in 
sub-section (b) below, a Major League club may reserve 
a right of recall. Such assignments shall be known as Op- 
tional Agreements, and shall be permitted for not more 
than two successive seasons in the case of any one player. 
The consideration shall not be less than $300 for a Major 
Leagrue player and $100 between all National Association 
clubs. All such agreements involving a Major League 
player shall be approved by the Commissioner, and all 
Minor League Agreements by the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Association. 

(b) The number of cases in which such Optional Agree- 
ments may be made is limited as follows: 

Eight players by each Major League Club. 
Six players by each Class "AA" Club. 
Five players by each Class "A" Club. 
Four players by each Class "B" Club. 
Three players by each Class "C" Club. 

(c) The right of recall must be exercised on or before 
September 15th annually. No player shall be released op- 
tionally between September 15th and the close of the Ma- 
jor League and Minor League respective selection periods. 

(d) If the club accepting a player under an Optional 
Agreement does not desire to retain him, it may assign 
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his contract to another club, subject to such option; but 
before such player may be released outright the Major 
League Club holding the option shall be given five days* 
notice of such intention, and on its failure to at once re- 
call the player, its right to reclaim him under the Optional 
Agreement shall be forfeited, and the player shall become 
a free agent. The Minor League club's responsibility for 
the salary of a player accepted by it under an Optional 
Agreement shall cease at the expiration of the five days' 
notice to the Major League club of its intention to release 
such player. 

(e) A j:lub which exercises a right of recall shall be 
responsible to the player for' any arrearage in salary to 
him from the club from which he is recalled, which shall 
be repaid to the club settling the player's claim before 
membership shall be renewed to the city of the defaulting 
club. 

(f) A player recalled under an Optional Agreement shall 
not be entitled to salary beyond the season of the assigning 
club from the club recalling him unless he reports to the 
latter by its direction. 

(g) A club which during the period of its training sea- 
son or after the beginning of the term of its contract with 
a player makes an Optional Agreement with a club whose 
championship season commences after that of the assign- 
ing club must pay him at the rate of his assigned contract 
from the time it would have become effective but for the 
assignment up to the day his salary starts with his new 
club; provided the player promptly reports to and gives 
service to the club to which his contract is assigned. 

(h) All right or claim of a Major League club to a 
player, unless it be under an Optional Agreement ap- 
proved by the Commissioner, shall cease when such player 
becomes a member of a Minor League club, and no ar- 
rangement between clubs for the loan or return of a player 
other than by an approved Optional Agreement shall be 
binding between the parties to it, or recognized by other 
clubs. This rule shall apply to all classifications. 

Form of Sec. 14. (a) The Advisory Council shall 

Agreements, prescribe the form of Assignments and of 
Optional Agreements, and no such trans- 
action shall be recognized as valid unless within five days 
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after execution a counterpart original of the document 
shall be filed with the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory 
Council and approved by the Commissioner, or in transac- 
tions concerning only Minor League clubs with the Sec- 
retary of the National Association. Penalties may be im- 
posed in case Agreements are made which are not cm- 
bodied in the document as filed, such penalties to be im- 
posed by the Commissioner when one or more Major 
League clubs arc concerned and by the National Board 
when Minor League clubs only are concerned. All Agree- 
ments between Major League and Minor League clubs 
shall be recorded and promulgated by both the Secretaries 
of the Advisory Council and National Association. 

(b) There shall be six (6) counterpart originals of all 
Assignments and Optional Agreements, of which one is to 
be retained by each of the parties and the others mailed to 
the following: One copy each to the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Advisory Council, the Secretary of the National 
Association, the President of the National League and the 
President of the American League. The counterpart orig- 
inal sent to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory Coun- 
cil shall be accompanied by a check for the consideration 
which check in the case of a payment due a Minor League 
club shall be to the order of the Secretary of the National 
Association. 

ARTICLE III. 

PROTECTION OF PLAYERS AND CLUBS. 

Protection Section 1. (a) The amount of a club's 

of Players, indebtedness to its players shall become a lien 
against the city it represents, and league mem- 
bership shall not be extended to any club in said city until 
such debts are settled. 

(b) A contract "for the season*' without specifying 
dates, signed by a player after the adoption of a schedule 
of the league of which his club is a member, is binding for 
the full term of such schedule, although the league may 
subsequently shorten it. 

(c) A player without previous professional experience 
who contracts with a Major or Minor Leag^ue club and 
whose contract is assigned by it without a trial of his 
skill or i within the first season of his service, shall be 
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declared a free agent if the club to which his contract is 
assigned does not assume the salary stipulated in his origi- 
nal contract to the close of its term. 

(d) A Major League club which assigns a player's con- 
tract to a Minor League club within fifteen days of the end 
of the latter's championship season will be required to pay 
the player his full salary under his Major League contract 
for the rest of its term at the time of the assignment, less 
the amount of salary the player could earn with the as- 
signee club in case he reported forthwith to such club. 

(e) A club which, after the commencement of its cham- 
pionship season, assigns a player's contract to a club 
whose championship season commences after that of the 
assigning club, must pay him at the rate of his assigned 
contract up to the day his salary with his new club begins, 
provided the player promptly reports to the latter. 

(f) A Major League club assigning a player's contract 
to a Minor League club shall be responsible for the play- 
er's salary under his contract up to and including the day 
notice of such assignment is served upon him, and in addi- 
tion for the number of days* travel required by the player 
if he promptly reports to the club to which his contract is 
assigned. A player who has failed to maintain Major 
League standard of play and whose contract is so assigned 
to a Minor League club, must expect a readjustment of 
salary in conformity to the salary limit of the club to 
which he is transferred. This rule shall apply to all classi- 
fications. 

(g) A Major League club assigning the contract of a 
player in its active service to a Minor League club shall, 
at the time of notifying such player of his transfer, deliver 
to him a railroad and sleeping-car ticket (if the latter be 
required), to the city designated by the assignee, and the 
Minor League club shall within ten days reimburse the 
assigning club for such transportation. 

Protection Sec. 2. Any agreement between club and 

of Clubs. player for service, evidenced by written ac- 
ceptance, whether by letter or telegram, or re- 
"Term* ceipt from player for money advanced to him 

Accepted." to bind such agreement, shall be construed to 
be a contract and held to be binding, provided 
the player declines to enter into a formal contract; but his 
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refusal to sign such formal contract shall render him dis- 
qualified to play with the contracting club or to enter the 
service of any Major or Minor League club unless released. 
The validity of an informal contract, arrangement or 
agreement between a club and player for the future serv- 
ice of the latter will not be recognized unless the written 
proof thereof is submitted to the president of the inter- 
ested club's league if a Major League or to the Secretary 
of the National Association if a Minor League, within ten 
days after such agreement is made, for promulgation in 
the next official bulletin. 

Sec. 3. In the event of the death or permanent inca- 
pacity of a player, or his bona-fide retirement from the 
game, during the interval between assignment or Optional 
Agreement and the date of reporting to the assignee club, 
the agreement shall be void, and the consideration there- 
to»fore given by the latter club shall be returned. This 
rule shall not apply to selected players. 

Sec. 4. Major League clubs shall pay their players* 
traveling expenses, including Pullman accommodations 
and meals en route, from their homes to the training 
camp. Minor League clubs which train at home are not 
required to pay the traveling expenses of players when 
reporting. 

Sec. 5. A player who, during the championship season, 
participates in a ^ame of base ball with a club other than 
the one with which he has contracted, shall be penalized 
by a fine in such amount as may be determined by the 
Commissibner in case of a Major League player, or by the 
National Board if a Minor League player. 

ARTICLE IV. 

VOLUNTARILY RETIRED, SUSPENDED AND 
INELIGIBLE PLAYERS. 

VoluntarUy Section 1. A player who desires to retire 

Retired from the profession shall, on or before Feb- 

Players. ruary 1st preceding the playing season in 

which he shall desire to retire, make written 
application to his club president, stating fully his reasons 
therefor. Such player may then be recorded as a "Vol- 
untarily Retired" player with the President of the League 
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if a Major League player, and with the Secretary of the 
National Association if a Minor League player. Should 
such player during his retirement play with or against a 
club containing one or more ineligible players, he shall 
thereby become and remain ineligible unless and until 
reinstated as hereinafter provided. (Amended pursuant to 
rcommendation adopted by Advisory Council at meeting 
April 17, 192L 

Inaliffible Sec. 2. Any player who violates his con- 

Playert. tract or reservation, or who fails to report to 
his club within ten days after the opening of 
the championship season, or who participates in a game 
with or against a club containing or controlled by in- 
eligible players or a player under indictment for conduct 
detrimental to the good repute of professional baseball, 
shall be considered an ineligible player and placed on the 
"ineligible" list. (Amended pursuant to recommendation 
adopted by Advisory Council at meeting April 17, 1921.) 

Suspended Sec. 3. A player who fails to report to the 
Players. reserving club, or who is suspended during the 

season for insubordination or failure to ob- 
serve the rules of his club, shall be considered a suspended 
player and placed on the "Suspended" list. Such sus- 
pension may be lifted by the club president on notice of 
same to the President of the Major League or the Secre- 
tary of the National Association, as the case may be. 

PUyer't Sec. 4. A player suspended by a club or 

Right of league for a term longer than ten days shall 
Appeal. have the right of appeal, if a Major League 
player, to the Commissioner, who is given au- 
thority to order his reinstatement and afford him adequate 
redress if he holds that the punishment is excessive or 
not merited. In case of a Minor League player, he shall 
have right of appeal to the National Board. 

Reinstatement. Sec. 5. Any 'Voluntarily retired'* or "in- 
eligible" player may apply for reinstate- 
ment, or to have his status changed from the "ineligible" to 
the "voluntarily retired" list. In the case of a Minor 
League player, such application shall be filed with the 
Secretary of the National Association. If a Major League 
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player, or a player reserved by a Major League club or 
held by a Minor League club under optional assignment 
from a Major League club, such application shall be filed 
with the President of such Major League, who shall cer- 
tify the application to the Commissioner. Such applica- 
tion may be granted upon such terms and conditions as 
the facts may warrant in the judgement of the National 
Board or the Commissioner, as the case may be. (Amended 
pursuant to recommendation adopted by Advisory Council 
at meeting April 17, 1921.) 

ContracU Sec. 6. Clubs are not required to tender con- 
Not to Be tracts to players whose names appear on their 
Tenderecl. reservation lists as **Voluntarily Retired" or 
"Ineligible.'* 

ARTICLE V. 

UNIFORM PLAYING RULES. 
Revision Section 1. In order to maintain uniform 
of. standard of play, the Official Playing Rules of 

Professional Baseball as now in force are ac- 
cepted. On notice from either Major League to the Com- 
missioner that the Playing Rules require amendment, the 
Commissioner shall notify each League to appoint three 
uninstructed representatives who, together with the Com- 
missioner and an uninstructed representative of the Na- 
tional Association, shall constitute a Rules Committee. 
The Commissioner shall convene the Committee not later 
than February 15th. Any playing rule may be revised, 
repealed or adopted by a majority vote and the action of 
the Committee shall thereupon take effect. 

ARTICLE VI. 

ACCEPTANCE AND AMENDMENT. 
Section 1. The foregoing Rules have been accepted by 
the Major and Minor Leagues. The Advisory Council 
may propose Amendments from time to time for the con- 
current action of the Major and Minor Leagues. 

KENESAW M. LANDIS, Commissioner. 
B. B. JOHNSON, 
JOHN A. H'EYDLER, 
M. H. SEXTON, 
J. H. FARRELL. ' 

Advisory Council. 
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RULES OP PROCEDURE. 

Formulated by the Commissioner and announced pursuant 

to the Major League Agreement, and the Major 

and Minor League Agreement. 



Hearingt. I. All hearings shall be public unless pri- 
vacy be requested by all parties to the dispute 
or unless in unusual cases the Commissioner may order 
an executive session. 

Notice. 2. Written notice of the time and place of 

hearings shall be given under the direction of 
the Commissioner. 

Cases of 3. When any person or organization is 

Discipline, summoned to appear before the Commissioner 
on a charge which, if sustained, may justify 
disciplinary or punitive action, a written specification of 
the charge, together with the name of the person or or- 
ganization preferring the same, shall in all cases be fur- 
nished as long before the hearing as the nature of the 
case permits. 

Appearance. 4. In all cases the persons or organiza- 
tions concerned in the pending matter shall 
be entitled to appear before the Commissioner in person, 
or by representative. In the case of the Major Leagues 
the League Presidents shall always be entitled to repre- 
sent their organizations. In case of dispute between a 
Major Leaguie Club and a Minor League Club a repre- 
sentative designated by the Minor Leagues shall be en- 
titled to appear. 

Proceedings. 5. Proceedings before the Commissioner 
shall be conducted in general like judicial 
proceedings and with due regard for all the principles of 
natural justice and fair play; but the Commissioner may 
proceed informally whenever the case is such that unusual 
expedition is necessary. 

Proofs. 6. (a) The Commissioner will in general fol- 
low the established rules of evidence but may 
depart from them in cases in which the ends of justice will 
in his judgment best be subserved by so doing. He may 
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receive and consider affidavits if there is good reason for 
the non-appearance of the affiants. 

(b) In the case of all persons or organizations who 
have accorded recognition to the office and authority of 
the Commissioner a summons by him to appear either as 
a party or as a witness shall be binding upon the person 
or official to whom directed and upon whom served. 
Failure to respond to the summons or to produce the docu- 
ments which it may specify will be treated by the Com- 
missioner as conduct detrimental to the best interests of 
the National game and penalties will be imposed by him 
pursuant to the terms of the Major League Agreement, 
and of the Major and Minor League Agreement, as the 
case may be. 

(c) The Commissioner, when he deems it proper, may 
direct testirnony to be taken at convenient places before a 
notary public or other officer and in such cases will pro- 
ceed substantially as if in a judicial proceeding testimony 
were being taken on open commission. 

Record, 7. The Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory 
Council will assist the Commissioner in matters 
pending before him and will preserve all documents en- 
trusted to hini. Stenographic reports of hearings may be 
made at the discretion of the Commissioner. Notification 
of all action will be given under direction of the Commis- 
sioner to all parties in interest, and public statements 
will be made by him in all cases wherein his judgment 
publicity is either necessary or proper. 



69 



Digitized 



by Google 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT 

Of the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, adopted at Chicago, September 6, 1901. Re- 
vised and adopted at New York, October 24, 1901. 
Revised at St. Louis, October 22, 23, 24, 1903. Re- 
vised at New York, October 25, 26, 27, 1904. Revised 
at Chicago, January 9, 10, 1906. Revised at New York, 
January 8, 9, 10, 1907. Revised at New York, October 
29, 30, 31, 1907. Revised at Chicago, November 10, 11, 
12, 1908. Revised at Memphis, November 9, 10. 11. 

12, 1909. Revised at Chicago, November 15, 16, 17, 
1910. Revised at San Antonio, November 15, 16, 17, 
18, 1911; at Milwaukee, November 12, 13, 14, 1912; at 
Columbus, November 11, 12, 13, 1913; at Omaha, No- 
vember 10, 11, 12, 1914; at San Francisco. November 
9. 10, 11, 12, 1915; at New Orleans, November 14, 15, 
16, 1916; Louisville, Ky., November 13, 14, 15, 1917; 
Peoria, 111., November 12, 13, 14, 1918; Springfield, 
Mass., November 11, 12, 13, 1919; at Kansas City, Mo., 
November 9, 10, 11, 1920; at Chicago, January 11, 12, 

13, 1921. 



ARTICLE I. 

This instrument shall be called **The National Associa- 
tion Agreement of Professional Baseball Leagues." 

ARTICLE II. 

Objects. The objects of this Agreement are: 

1. To perpetuate baseball as the national 
game of America, and to surround it with such safeguards 
as to warrant absolute public confidence in its integrity 
and methods. 

2. To promote and afford protection to such profes- 
sional baseball leagues and associations as may desire to 
operate under its provisions. 

3. To promote and protect the interests of Minor 
League ball players and to secure to players advancement 
in their profession for skill and expertness. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Goveming The governing power under this Agrce- 

Power. ment, which shall be called "The National 

Board of Arbitration/' shall be vested in seven 
representatives selected by the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues, two of whom shall be 
chosen from Class AA Leagues, two from Class A, and 
one each from Class B, C, and D, with the President and 
Secretary ex-officio members of the Board. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Annual Section 1. The annual meeting of the Na- 

Meeting. tional Association shall be held on the first 

Tuesday in December of each year; the 
place of meeting to be designated by the National Asso- 
ciation at its preceding annual meeting, but must be held 
in a city in which a club member is located, at which time 
the representatives shall elect a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer and seven members of the Na- 
tional Board of Arbitration (Secretary and Treasurer, at 
expiration of his term of ten years, and President, Vice- 
President and seven members of the Natonal Board of* 
Arbitration, at the expiration of their respective terms 
from November, 1920), and transact such other business 
as may properly be brought before it. The Secretary of 
the National Association shall be Chairman ex-officio of 
the National Board of Arbitration with power to cast the 
deciding vote in case of a tie. The annual meeting shall 
select a member of the Playing Rules Committee. 

The President and the Secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation shall constitute the National Association's two 
members on the Major-Minor League Advisory Council. 

Sec. 2. Each League member shall be entitled to one 
vote in the meetings of the National Association, the Presi- 
dent of the League to cast the vote of the League unless 
the delegates present from that league shall select some 
other person from their number, who shall have the right 
to cast the vote. Proxies evidenced by writing or tele- 
graph shall be recognized. 

On or before the 25th day of October the Presidents of 
the respective clubs of the National Association must sub- 

61 



Digitized 



by Google 



mit to the Presidents of their respective leagues the names 
of the officers or directors of their clubs who will be en- 
titled to admission to the meetings of the National Asso- 
ciation. The Presidents of the Leagues will in turn mail 
said lists to the Secretary of the National Association in 
time to reach that office by November 1st. All persons 
so certified shall be entitled to seats on the floor and to 
participate in the deliberations of the meeting, but no other 
persons shall have such privileges without having first ob- 
tained the approval of their credentials by a majority vote 
of the Association. 

No amendment to the Constitution shall be considered 
unless presented in writing to the Secretary at or prior 
to the beginning of the session at which it is to be con- 
sidered, except by unanimous consent. 

Duties of Sec. 3. (a) The President shall preside 

the President. at all meetings, issue all calls therefor, 
and at all meetings of this Association 
where a tie vote shall have been cast, shall himself cast 
the deciding vote. 

(b) The President shall, whenever it may be deemed 
. necessary, visit any League or Club member of this Asso- 
ciation, and is authorized to demand the books, records 
and all other documents of said League or Club for the 
purpose of examining the salary roll, Class A A excepted; 
and in case of violation of the salary limit, the President 
is authorized to impose a fine according to Article 13. 

(c) The President is authorized and directed to main- 
tain a strict supervision over all clubs to prevent open 
betting or pool selling upon its grounds, or in any build- 
ing owned or controlled by it, and to investigate any 
rumor charging any player with offering, agreeing, con- 
spiring or attempting to lose any game of ball or of bet- 
ting upon any game of ball, or of being interested in any 
pool or wager thereon. 

The President is also directed to take cognizance and 
investigate any connection of the gambling evil in any 
respect in connection with the game of baseball, and to 
recommend to the proper authorities ways and means for 
the suppression of same where the suppression comes un- 
der the jurisdiction of the local, State or Federal author- 
ities. 
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(d) The President is authorized to ne^^otiate with and 
visit, if necessary, the heads of industrial and independent 
clubs and leagues with a view of entering into signed 
agreements with said clubs and leagues for the protection 
of contracts and informal agreements, including reserva- 
tion of players affiliated with National Association Club 
members. 

(e) The President shall appoint a Board of Control of 
three members, of which- he shall be one, acting as Chair- 
man, and the Presidents of the two Leagues from which 
the contending clubs are drawn, to have charge of all 
Inter-League post-season series. 

(f) If, when traveling about, the President shall find 
any player under contract with any Club who shall be 
playing with another Club under an assumed name, he 
shall order said player to report forthwith to the Club 
holding his contract. 

Vacancies. Sec. 4. In case of a vacancy in any of these 
offices, the same shall be filled by the National 
Board until the next annual meeting. 

Special Sec. 5. Special meetings may be called at 

Meetings, any time by the President, or upon the request 
to him in writing, of seven or more Leagues. 
No business other than that specified in the call shall be 
transacted at such special meeting. 

Executive Sec. 6. At least one session of each annual 
Session. meeting shall be devoted to executive busi- 
ness. 
Sec. 7. The President and Secretary shall be made 
members ex-officio of all important committees. 



ARTICLE V. 

Duties and Sec. I. The general enforcement of 

Authority of the this Agreement, the protection of rights 
National Board. thereunder, the determination of all con- 
troversies, as hereinafter provided, and 
generally the regulation of all things within the scope of 
this Agreement are each and severally conferred upon and 
committed to the National Board of Arbitration. 
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Sec. 2. The Board may adopt rules and regulations pre- 
scribing the duties of each and all of its members and 
officers, its methods of procedure, and the general trans- 
action of its business. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Board, and it shall 
have full and final jurisdiction (no member of said Board 
shall sit or vote in the trial of a cause in which his League 
is interested, nor shall any motion relating to any con- 
troversy before the Boarcf be made or vote thereon be 
taken while any of the parties to said controversy are 
present) to hear and determine all disputes and com- 
plaints between associations and clubs; between one club 
and another; members of the same or different associa- 
tions; between National Association Clubs and National 
Association players or managers, and, in addition thereto, 
all disputes and complaints arising under, and of all mat- 
ters involving the interpretation of the National Associa- 
tion Agreement or the disposition of the rights there- 
under, and may hold special meetings for these purposes 
when required. The Board shall have power also to pass 
upon any question brought before it by a club member or 
members of any organization in the National Association 
where unjust discrimination has been made against any 
club or clubs, and if, upon a hearing, the Board finds that 
such charge or charges are true, it shall have the power 
to impose such fines or penalties as it deems proper, or 
to forfeit and terminate the privileges of such organization 
under this Agreement. 

Power to Sec. 4. In the performance of its duties 

Impose Fines. the Board shall have power to impose 
fines or penalties upon National Associa- 
tion clubs, club officers, players, managers, scorers and 
umpires, and to suspend any such organization or person 
from the protection arid privileges of the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement in any instance in which, in its opin- 
ion, it or he shall have been guilty of conduct detrimental 
to the general welfare of the game, or in violation of the 
letter or spirit of the National Association Agreement. 

Decision Sec. 5. Its decision shall be final over any 

Final. and all matters within its jurisdiction. 

Its decision shall be final in any and all mat- 
ters wherein controversies between clubs or leagues or 
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National Association players shall be at issue, and it shall 
have original jurisdiction in all claims made by players; 
provided, however, in cases where a player's financial claim 
amounts to $300 or more, or the player claims to be a 
free agent, an appeal may be taken by the player to the 
Conmiissioner, but in order to perfect said appeal, the 
appealing player shall give written notice of his appeal 
to the Secretary of the National Association and the 
opposing parties to the controversy within thirty days 
after the opinion from which the player appeals shall 
have been rendered. The Board's decision shall be final 
over any and all players' claims of a lesser amount than 
$300. 

Reinstate- Sec. 6. It may remit fines and penalties and 
meiits. reinstate any person or bod^ suspended, under 
rules laid down by the National Board. 

AMeMmeiits. Sec. 7. It shall have the power to make 
such reasonable assessments upon National 
Association clubs or associations as may be necessary 
to defray the expenses incidental to the performance of 
its duties and the enforcement of this Agreement. 

Rules and Sec. 8. It may make all orders, rules and 

Regulations, regulations for the performance of its duties 
and the exercise of its power, and to accom- 
plish the purpose in view, may amend and supplement the 
same from time to time; provided, notice of all changes, 
amendents or supplements be given to all organizations 
party to this Agreement, by mailing a copy thereof to 
each club in every league having membership in this 
Association. 

Decisions Sec. 9. It may cause its proceedings or 

PromulgatecL rulings, or any other part thereof, in any 
case which may be deemed of sufficient im- 
portance to serve as a precedent, to be published in such 
a manner as may be prescribed. 

Presentation Sec. 10. Whenever any body or person 

of Claims. shall desire to submit any matter for the 

consideration of the Board, it shall be pre- 
sented within one year of the occurrence of the act, or 
of the maturity of the claim, to the Secretary by a con- 
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cise statement thereof, and accompanied by such evi- 
dence as may be in support of such statement. Notice 
shall be given to any other body or person interested in 
the matter to make answer and to present appropriate 
evidence in support thereof. If such answer is not re- 
ceived by the Secretary within fifteen days of said notice, 
judgment by default may be rendered. In the event of 
any league, club, or individual being in default on any 
obligation, the Secretary of the National Association is 
hereby authorized to deduct the amount and adjust said 
claim from any moneys passing through his hands to the 
credit of said defaulting league, club, or individual. 

Provided that a manager or player who has a claim 
against a club shall first file his claim against the club 
with the president of the league of which the club is a 
member. The President shall, within five days, rule on 
such claim and notify the claimant of the decision. Either 
party may appeal from the ruling of the President to the 
National Board in the same manner that other claims are 
filed with the National Board of Arbitration. 

When any finding of the National Board shall have 
been made in favor of any player or member of this 
organization, against a member of this organization, the 
Secretary shall immediately notify the member against 
which the judgment has been rendered, which member 
shall make settlement in full within fifteen days. If the 
settlement is not made within fifteen days, a cumulative 
fine of ten per cent per month shall be added to the claim, 
and if the amount of the claim and penalty be not paid 
within 30 days from date of the finding and notice, pro- 
tection shall be withdrawn from the offending member. 

Territorial Sec. 11. Unpaid salaries of players and 

liens* debts due one club from another for sale of 

players and League dues and National Asso- 
ciation dues shall become liens upon the territory where 
they were contracted and must be paid before protection 
can again be granted to that territory. 

ARTICLE VI. 

League Sec. 1. An application for member- 

Membership, ship and protection under this Agreement 
ment must be made in writing or by tele- 
graph to the Secretary of the National Association. I£ 
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made by telegraph it must state the name of the League, 
the cities comprising the circuit, and have the signature 
of the President of the League, which must be followed 
within ten days by a written application to the Secretary 
of the National Association, stating the name of the 
League, the cities comprising the circuit, the representa- 
tives of the respective cities, the location of their busi- 
ness offices and playing grounds, if practicable, the 
monthly salary limit for its club teams and a pledge or 
agreement for the maintenance of said salary limit and the 
faithful performance of its obligations under this Agree- 
ment; its own Constitution and By-Laws and its other 
contractual obligations, which club membership, location 
of club offices and playing grounds, salary limit, Consti- 
tution, Agreements, By-Laws and pledges shall not, after 
approval by the National Board, be changed, modified, 
altered or released, without notifying the Board, which 
may within ten days thereafter refuse to ratify such 
change, alteration or release. 

Sec. 2. Any league applying for and being accepted 
into membership in this Association must be in existence 
as a playing organization for a full season before such 
league shall be entitled to vote in the affairs of the Asso- 
ciation. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Classificatioii The Board upon the receipt of an 

of Memberthip. application for protection and member- 
ship under this Agreement, shall, after 
consideration and approval, determine the class under 
which the applicant shall be admitted, the said classifica- 
tion to be based upon the aggregate population of the 
cities composing the League, according to the last offi- 
cial Federal census preceding the application, and mem- 
bership fee shall be an amount fixed by the National As- 
sociation for the Leagues of that class. 

Classificatioii of Leagues to Be Governed hj the Aggregate 
Population of the Cities Proper Represented. 

Class AA 1,750,000 

Class A 1,000,000 

Class B 250,000 to 1,000,000 

Class C 150,000 to 250,000 

Class D up to 150,000 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

L^afue Sec. 1. Each League shall be entitled 

R^prMentatioB. to one representative of its own selec- 
tion, who shall have the right to appear 
before the Board upon any or all matters pertaining to 
its interest or welfare, but the Board may. at its discre- 
tion, invite additional representation in the adjustment of 
any matter which may be brought up before it. 

Sec. 2. The President of each League or someone 
whom he may designate shall appear before the Commis- 
sioner in case of disputes involving any of his League 
clubs. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Fee lor Pro- Section 1. The fee for membership and 

tectioii and protection under this Agreement, with the 
Memberthip. right of reservation, subject to Articles 10 
and 11, shall be: 

For each club in Class AA, the sum of $250. 

For each club in Class A, the sum of $150. 

For each club in Class B, the sum of $75. 

For each club in Class C, the sum of $50. 

For each club in Class D, the sum of $30. 

Such payments to be made within thirty days from the 
date of filing the written application for membership arid 
annually thereafter on or before the first day of September 
in each year. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary is authorized and directed to 
deduct two per cent (2%) of the purchase price of play- 
ers, same to include optional agreement and drafted play- 
ers. All sales papers must pass through the Secretary's 
office in order to be legal. 

ARTICLE X. 

Promotioii For the purpose of enabling players to 

of Players advance in their profession and to assist 

by Selection. in building up Leagues, a club of a higher 
class shall have the right, after October 
23 of each year, to select players from a League in a 
lower class during the following period: 
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Class AA— October 23, 24, 25. 
Class A— October 27, 28. 29. 
Class B— October 30, 31, November 1. 
Class C— October 30, 31, November 1. 
Upon the payment to the Secretary of the National 
Association the sum specified in Article XL 

ARTICLE XI. 

Terms for Section 1. Clubs from a higher class se- 

Selection lecting players from Leagues of a lower 

of Players. class shall pay to the Secretary of the Board 
for the benefit and account of the club from 
w^hich the selection is made, the following sums, viz.: 

Class AA shall pay for players in Class A, $3,000. 

Class A shall pay for players in Class B, $1,800. 

Class B shall pay for players in Class C, $900. 

Class C shall pay for players in Class D, $500. 

Cancellations of drafts are not permitted and payment 
must be in cash. 

Class AA shall draft from Class A only, and only one 
man from each club in Class A. 

Class A shall draft from Class B only, and the draft 
shall be unrestricted. 

Class B shall draft from Class C only, and the draft 
shall be unrestricted. 

Class C shall draft from Class D only and the draft 
shall be unrestricted. 

No player drafted from one club in any League by a 
club of a higher classification shall be turned over to an- 
other club in any League of the same or lower classifica- 
tion, unless the club from which he was drafted shall 
waive claim to repurchase at the draft price. 

The Secretary shall notify League Presidents by wire, 
if desired, of their League drafts. 

Sec. 2. Clubs losing players through selection by draft 
shall immediately turn over to the selecting club the con- 
tract of the player so selected. Failure to forward such 
contract to the Secretary within fifteen days will subject 
such club to a fine of $25; the Secretary to hold in his 
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possession the draft money received for such player or 
players until his contract shall have been received, and 
to deduct from said draft money any fine which said club 
shall have incurred by its failure to file with the Secretary 
said player's contract within the fifteen days prescribed- 

The Secretary is authorized and directed to deduct 2 per 
cent of draft price to be converted into the treasury of the 
National Association. 

UmpiFM. Sec. 3. The control of the services of um- 

pires shall be vested in the respective Leagues 
in which such umpires shall be employed, and their serv- 
ices shall be subject to sale or draft under the same condi- 
tions and at the same time as it is prescribed for the 
drafting of players, the money received therefrom to be 
paid in the same manner as is paid for drafted players — 
such sum to be for benefit of the League Treasury. 

Following prices shall prevail for umpire drafts: 

Class AA from A $300 

B 250 

C 200 

D 150 

Class A from B $200 

C 150 

D 100 

Class B from C $150 

D.- 100 

Class C from D $50 

ARTICLE XII. 

Optional The optional release of a player under a 

Releases. regularly filed agreement is valid under the 
following conditions: 

Clubs of higher classification may place with clubs of 
lower classification for recall at a later date such players 
as they may desire, not in excess of 

Six players by each Class AA club. 

Five players by each Class A club. 

Four players by each Class B club. 

Three players by each Class C club. 
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The same player not to be placed on option more than 
two seasons in succession, all such players to be known 
and reported to the Secretary of the National Association 
as option players. On all such players to be handled on 
option, all agreements must be made in triplicate, one 
copy of which must be filed by the club holding title to 
said player in the office of the Secretary within ten days 
from date of Agreement. 

All transactions made under this section to be made 
only upon the official optional sales blanks furnished by 
the National Association. The consideration for all play- 
ers coming fromi clubs on optional agreements to be $100 
per player; consideration in all cases to be bona fide and 
must pass through the Secretary's office under penalty of 
a fine of $25 in all cases of evasion. All notices of recall 
of optional players must be given through the Secretary's 
office on or before September 15 of each year, with checks^ 
the player to revert to the club of higher classification 
at the close of the championship season of the League 
in which he is playing. 

No player shall be released optionally between Septem- 
ber 15 and the close of the selecting period. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Salary Limits Section 1. The maximum monthly sal- 

and ary limit per club of the several Leagues 

Player LimiU. shall be : 

Class A $4,500 

Class B 3,200 

Class C 2,650 

Class D 2,400 

Manager's salary excluded in above salary limits. 
On all contracts entered into between clubs and players 
after February 1, 1921, the affidavits thereon shall be filled 
in and executed before a notary public bv the contracting 
player and Club President, before it shall be recorded and 
promulgated by the Secretary of the National Association. 
Sec. 2. Penalty for violation of the maximum salary 
limit: $100 for the first offense; $200 for the second 
offense, and $300 for the third offense. Fines must be 
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paid into the treasury of the National Association within 
ten days. 

Sec. 3. Class AA shall not have more than 35 players 
under contract or reservation at any time, which number 
must be reduced to 25 players within 30 days after the 
ooening of the season to the 25th day of August of each 
year. 

Class A. For 20 days after opening of season, 30 play- 
ers; thereafter 23 players until Augrust 25. 

Class B. For 20 days after opening of season, 20 play- 
ers; thereafter 15 players until August 25. 

Class C. For 20 days after opening of season, 20 play- 
ers; thereafter 14 players until August 25. 

Class D. For 20 days after opening of season, 18 play- 
ers; thereafter 14 players until August 25. 

AdTancinf Sec. 4. Clubs under the protection of this 

Money Agreement are strictly prohibited from ad- 

to Players vancing any money to players on account of 
Prohibited. salary, except for the purpose of transpor- 
tation. 

Guarantee Sec. 5. Each club member of respective 

Deposits. Leagues below Class A shall deposit on or 
before March 15 of each year (and in case 
of organization of new Leagues after above date, deposit 
must be made within 15 days after protection for terri- 
tory has been granted) with the President of said League 
a cash sum, to be held in trust by said President as a guar- 
antee of players' salaries and all other obligations, and not 
to be used unless the club defaults. Money to be re- 
turned to all clubs who live up to their obligations on or 
before November 1 of each year, deposits to be as fol- 
lows: One-half of the maximum salary limit adopted by 
each League. League Presidents to notify the Secretary 
of the National Association of the receipt of such de- 
posit. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Release of Any club member of this Association 

Players by may negotiate with a club member of an- 
Assignment. other League, party to this Agreement, for 
the release of a player from another League 
to take effect after November 5 of the same year, and such 
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release shall at once be filed with and promulgated by 
the Secretary of the National Association and become 
binding upon both clubs party to the transfer. 

Any proven agreement for the assignment of a player's 
contract by telegram or letter shall immediately become 
binding, and any club failing to file said agreements with 
the Secretary of the National Association within ten days 
shall be subject to a fine of $50.00. 

ARTICLE XV. 

Sec. 1. Any club member of a League, party to this 
Agreement may at any time during its championship sea- 
son negotiate for the immediate release of a player from 
a club member of another League, where the League con- 
stitution of the releasing club permits, and such release, 
i£ secured, shall, when filed with the Secretary of the 
National Association, become binding upon both clubs 
party to the transfer, providing the salary of the player 
so transferred during the championship season shall not 
be reduced during the balance of the season, unless he be 
transferred to a club of lower classification. 

The assignment of the contract of a player who has 
been seriously injured during the playing season shall be 
null and void unless the assigning club notify the assignee 
of such injury. No assignment shall be legal or claim 
valid for the purchase unless the sales agreements are 
filed in the Secretary's office within ten days, accompanied 
by a check. No claim in violation of this rule shall be 
considered, provided, however, a formal agreement in 
writing to assign contract must be carried out. 

•^Farminf" Sec. 2. The practice of "farming" players 
Prohibited, is hereby prohibited. Any club employing 
the services of a player "farmed" shall at 
once be penalized by the National Board of Arbitration. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Contracts. Sec. 1. All contracts between clubs and 

players shall be in writing in the form ap- 
proved by the National Association. An informal con- 
tract, whether evidenced by telegrams or other writing, 
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shall be valid for a period not exceeding fifteen days, but 
a formal contract must be tendered by the contracting 
club to the contracting player within said fifteen days. 
The failure of the club to so tender such formal contract 
will release the player from all contractual obligations 
thereunder, and the refusal of the player to execute such 
formal contract, when so tendered, shall extend the valid- 
ity of his informal contract' until he shall execute said 
formal contract, but he will not be eligible to play until 
he signs formal contract. **Terms accepted" with proofs 
must be tiled with the Secretary of the Association within 
ten days. 

Sec. 2. All contracts used between National Associa- 
tion clubs and players shall be uniform as to phraseology. 
Non-reserve contracts shall not be entered into without 
the consent of the National Board of Arbitration of the 
National Association. All blank contracts shall be pro- 
cured by the Secretary of this Association and furnished 
the various League members free. Each class shall have 
a distinguishing color. All signed contracts with players 
shall be immediately forwarded to the Secretary of the 
National Association and made a matter of record in the 
Secretary's office. Failure to file with the Secretary of the 
National Association the contract of any player within 
thirty days after the time such player joins said club 
shall subject the club to a fine of $25 for each and every 
offense; the Secretary to collect any and all fines through 
the President or Treasurer of the League of whi-ch the 
offending club is a member. After recording contracts 
the Secretary shall forward same to the respective League 
presidents. 

Sec. 3. A player will not be permitted to participate 
in any championship game until he has first signed a con- 
tract. 

The penalty for violation of this section shall be the 
throwing out of the records of any game won by any 
club while playing a player who has not signed a con- 
tract. Any game or games lost, however, must stand in 
the records and further action by National Board on an 
appeal by such player for release from reservation. 
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ARTICLE XVII 

Unlawful Section 1. A club shall not enter into nc- 

ContracU. gotiations or contract with a player under con* 
tract to another club without the latter's con- 
sent. Any club violating this Article shall be fined by 
the Board not less than $100 nor more than $250. 

Sec. 2. The question of playing exhibition games shall 
be regulated by the respective Leagues having member- 
ship in this Association; except, however, that exhibition 
games with any club containing or playing a disqualified 
player shall be absolutely prohibited. Any club violating 
this Article shall be fined by the Board not less than $100 
nor more than $250. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

Application Applications for membership by Leagues 

for ^ desiring protection under this Agreement 

Membership, must be made each year to the Secretary 
of the Board, as provided in Article VI. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

Termination of All rights under this Agreement shall 

MembersUp. terminate on or before the first day of 

September unless renewed before Sep- 
tember 1st of each year, according to Article XVI IL 

ARTICLE XX. 

New Newly organized Leagues may ask for and be 

Leagues, admitted to membership at any time, but such 
membership shall terminate on or before the 
first day of September following, unless renewed according 
to Article XIX. 

ARTICLE XXL 

Reservations. Section 1. On or before the first day of 

October in each year, the secretaries of 
Leagues, parties hereto, entitled to the privilege of reser- 
vation, shall transmit to the Secretary of the National 
Association a reserve list of players then under contract 
with each of its several club members for the current sea- 
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son, and in addition thereto a list of such players reserved 
in any prior annual reserve list who have refused to con- 
tract with such clubs and of all ineligible, suspended and 
voluntarily retired players. Such players, together with all 
others thereafter to be regularly contracted with by such 
clubs (namely, whose releases have been secured by as- 
sigrnment or selection under this Agreement for future 
service), are and shall be ineligible to contract with any 
other club of any league during the period of time between 
the termination of their contracts and the beginning of the 
next season. The Secretary of said National Association 
shall thereupon promulgate such lists, provided that no 
club shall be permitted to reserve any player while in 
arrears of salary to him. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall not promulgate a list of 
regularly reserved players under contract to any club in 
excess of the respective number named as the player limit. 
Should any list of reserved players received by the Sec- 
retary from any club member of the National Association 
contain the names of more than the player limit, the Sec- 
retary shall immediately return the list to the club for- 
warding the same, and instruct said club it shall select the 
proper number to be reserved, and the Secretary shall not 
thereafter promulgate any list which contains the names of 
more than the proper number. 

Provided further that no club shall carry more than five 
suspended players on its Reserve List. 

It is further provided that on or before the date fixed 
for the reduction of players in the several Leagues to the 
minimum figure every club in each League must present a 
revised list of players to the President of its League, 
which said list must be received in the office of the Sec- 
retary of the National Association within five days after 
the above mentioned date. Any or all players under con- 
tract to any National Association Club, whose names are 
not included in this list shall become free agents forth- 
with. The Secretary shall immediately promulgate such 
revised list in his regular bulletin. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

Release from The Board may also release from con- 

Reserration. tract or reservation any player or manager 

when the club with which he has con- 
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tracted, or by which he has been reserved, shall be in 
arrears to him for salary for more than fifteen days after 
such salary became due, or when the reserving club has 
failed to tender to any player, except ineligible or volun- 
tarily retired players, on or before the first day of March 
after such reservation, a formal contract, with a salary of 
at least such an amount per month as the Board may fix 
as the salary to be paid to such player; or when any such 
reserving club has transferred its membership after the 
close of the championship season to a different League, if 
the Board shall deem that the player will be prejudiced by 
such transfer. The player shall declare his intentions to 
his club, or execute the club contract on or before March 
20th. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

Individuals and Section 1. Any club member of any 

Orga^nixations in League or association, a party to or 
Conflict with identified with the National Association 

the National Agreement, that shall enter into any 

Association negotiation to become a member of or 

Agreement. in any way co-operate with any organi- 

. zation of professional baseball clubs 
whose existence will in any manner conflict with the letter 
and spirit of this agreement or the interests of any of the 
clubs operating under ft, shall forthwith forfeit all rights 
and privileges conferred by this Agreement, said forfeiture 
to include its membership in any association a party to this 
Agreement, and all rights of reservation to players re- 
served during the current or any preceding season. The 
penalty herein imposed shall be positive and final and shall 
not be revoked unless by the unanimous consent of the 
Board or upon appeal by a three-fourths vote of the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. 

Sec. 2. Any officer, manager or player who shall enter 
into any such negotiations as referred to in Section 1, of 
Article 23. or who shall agree or contract to play with 
any club a member of such organization, shall be declared 
ineligible and subject to all the disabilities referred to in 
the preceding section. 

Sec. 3. Any club member, club official (including club 
manager), identified with the National Association, or 
umpire, who shall at any time publicly, or otherwise, make 
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charges reflecting upon the integrity of any club mem- 
ber, club Official, club manager or umpire, in any of the 
Leagues party hereto, shall be cited for appearance before 
the National Board of Arbitration for trial. Such trial 
shall be conducted in accordance with the rules of the 
National Board. Failure to appear, or failure to substan- 
tiate such charges, shall subject the author to such pen- 
alties as the National 3oard may inflict. Upon such 
charges being proven, the accused shall be subject to such 
penalties as the National Board may inflict. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

Disqualified Section 1. Any player who violates his 

Players. contract and commits the offense known as 

"Contract Jumping'* shall be debarred from 
filing an application for reinstatement for the period of 
five years; provided said violation be willful. 

Any player disregarding his reservation shall be de- 
barred from filing an application for re-instatement for the 
period of three years; provided said violation be willful. 

Re-instatement may then be granted only on such con- 
ditions and penalties as may be r)rescribed by the National 
Board of the National Association. 

Sec. 2. Any club member, party hereto, that shall fail 
to report to the Secretary within thirty days, any player 
of such club who has "jumped" a signed contract or res- 
ervation, shall be subject to a fine of $250 for each 
offense. 

Sec. 3. When a player or manager under contract or 
reservation by any club of an association party hereto 
shall be expelled, suspended or rendered ineligible in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of this Agreement or the 
rules of such association, notice of such disqualification 
shall be given to the Board by the Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation from whose club the player may have been thus 
disqualified, and the Board shall forthwith give notice of 
such disqualification to the several Leagues acting under 
this Agreement. When a player shall become ineligible 
under the provisions of this Agreement, or by order of the 
Board, the Secretary of the National Association shall 
notify the several clubs acting under this Agreement of 
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such disqualification. From the receipt of any such notice 
all club members of associations acting under this Agree- 
ment shall be debarred from employing or playing with or 
against such disqualified player. 

Sec. 4. Any player under contract or reservation to a 
club in this Association who plays baseball with another 
club in this Association under an assumed name shall be 
fined one hundred dollars. Such fine shall be collected by 
the Secretary of the National Association and paid into 
the treasury of this Association. 

Sec. 5. Any club in this Association which knowingly 
plays a player who is under contract or reservation with 
another club of this association shall be fined not less than 
five hundred dollars. Such fine shall be collected by the 
Secretary of the National Association and paid into the 
treasury of the Association. 

ARTICLE XXV. 

Suspension Any player who has entered into a con- 

of Players. tract with any club of an association party 
hereto, may be suspended without pay, or 
fined by such club or association, for breach of any of 
the rules of such club or association, and he shall there- 
after be ineligible to sign or play during the remainder 
of the current season with any of the clubs of any asso- 
ciation acting hereunder, unless such disability shall have 
been sooner removed by the club or association by which 
he was suspended, or by the Board. 

Any player suspended for a period longer than ten days 
may appeal his case to the National Board of the National 
Association. 

ARTICLE XXVL 

Disbandment The disbandment of a club or its expulsion 
of Clubs. from membership in any association acting 

hereunder shall operate as a release of its 
players from contract or reservation by said club. But the 
services of such players shall be subject to the League 
officials for the purpose of supplying the vacancy in 
membership, player's salary to continue. 
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ARTICLE XXVII. 

Control and Section 1. Each association shall have 

DUcipliiio. the right to make and enforce all rules and 
regulations pertaining to the control, dis- 
cipline and compensation of all players under contract 
with its club members. And it may prescribe that all con- 
tracts with its players shall be made directly with said 
association, assignable to its club members, with the right 
of reservation to be exclusively exercised by said asso- 
ciation, in which event all the provisions of this Agree- 
ment applying to contracts or reservation of players with 
and by club members, shall apply to such contracts and 
reservation of players with and by said association; pro- 
vided that such rules and regulations shall in no way con- 
flict with the provisions of this Agreement, or any rule, 
regulation or order of the Board. 

Sec. 2. Any club member or party to this Agreement, 
that may lose a player by desertion, except "contract 
jumpers," shall have the option on his services, and in all 
cases (except by assignment of contract) the player must 
return to the club he deserted and at the same salary he 
commanded at the time of leaving his club. 

Sec. 3. Players are prohibited from joining any other 
club or clubs for the purpose of participating in cham- 
pionship games, after the close of the season of the 
League to which they are under reservation, under such 
penalties as the National Board of Arbitration may inflict. 
Clubs are also prohibited employing such players in any 
championship contest under penalty of forfeiture of games 
in which such players participate. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

Territorial Section 1. Each League whose application 
Rights. for membership under this Agreement has 

been accepted by the Board shall have ex- 
clusive control of its own territory until the termination 
of its membership, and no club from any other League, 
party to this Agreement, or player under control of any 
National Association club, shall be allowed to play a game 
or particpate in any game in any city of its circuit with- 
out the consent of the League President; nor shall any 
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club member of a League party hereto, or National As- 
sociation player, be allowed to play within ten miles of 
any city in which is located a club member of the National 
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues without the 
consent of such League President. Any club violating 
shall be fined $750.00, the same to be paid to the Secre- 
tary of the National Association for the benefit of the 
club whose territorial rights have been violated. Any 
player violating shall be fined $250.00. the same to be 
paid to the Secretary of the National Association and con- 
verted into the treasury of the National Association. 

Sec. 2. The circuits of each League now under the pro- 
tection of this Agreement, with the exception hereinafter 
provided for, shall be continued as at present constituted. 
No circuit shall be changed without the consent of a 
majority or more of the clubs of such League; nor shall 
any club transfer or release its players for the purpose of 
injuring or weakening the League of which it is a mem- 
ber; provided, however, that the circuit of any of the 
Leagues of the same class may be changed by transferring 
any club from a city in a League in the same class, on 
consent of the majority of the clubs of such League of 
that class. 

Sec. 3. If a League in any class shall choose a city in 
which a club of a lower classification is located, such 
League shall be then required to pay to the League of 
the class of which such city may be a member, the sum of 
Twenty-five Hundred Dollars. Provided, further, that 
when a leagrue in any class shall so change its circuit and 
choose a city in which a club of a League of a lower clas- 
sification is located, such club shall be compensated for 
any assets they may have by the club desiring to locate in 
such city, and upon failure to agree upon such compen- 
sation, the matter shall be determined by arbitration. 
The Arbitration Committee shall consist of three mem- 
bers, one a member of a club of a League of the class of 
which the League making such change in its circuit is a 
member; the second a member of a League of the class 
whose circuit is thereby changed; provided, however, that 
no member of either League affected shall be a member 
of such committee. These two shall select a third mem- 
ber from a League disinterested in the circuit affected 
thereby. 
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Sec. 4. But provided, further, that the aforesaid pro- 
visos shall not operate against Leagues of a lower classi- 
fication only in the event of either Major League chang- 
ing its circuit and choosing a city in which a National 
Association club is located, according to the provisions of 
Article I, Section 1, of Rules affecting Major and Minor 
Leagues adopted by the Advisory Council. 

Sec. 5. The notice of selection and drafting of territory 
under the provisions of Article XXVIII must be filed with 
the Secretary of the National Association between October 
first and December first of each year, and payment there- 
for must be made within thirty days of date of notice of 
selection. 



ARTICLE XXIX. 

Ineligible No game shall be played between any club 

Players. of any League acting hereunder, or any of its 
players under contract or reservation with any 
club containing an ineligible player; nor with a club that 
has played with another club either during the champion- 
ship season or at any other time. A violation of this 
section shall subject each offender to fine, suspension or 
other penalty, in the discretion of the Board. 

ARTICLE XXX. 

Transfer Section 1. Should a club of any associa- 

of Players. tion agree in writing or by telegraph with 
another club of any association subject to 
the National Association Agreement for the assignment 
of the contract of any player then under contract or res- 
ervation with or by it, in accordance with the rules gov- 
erning, either party may file said Agreement with the Sec- 
retary of the National Association, and should any club 
refuse to comply with its said Agreement, the Board may 
require said Agreement to be complied with and may 
transfer the said player accordingly. 

Sec. 2. All Sales and Optional Agreements must be 
filed in the Secretary's office, and checks must accompany 
all agreements to the Secretary's office. 

«2 



Digitized 



by Google 



ARTICLE XXXI. 

Payments of Before any League shall be granted the 
Salaries. privilege and protection of this Agreement, 

it shall enact laws or regulations debarring 
any of its clubs from entering into contract with any 
player while under arrears of salary to him and from 
suspending or otherwise attempting to disqualify such 
player for refusing to contract while it is so in arrears of 
salary to him and for expulsion of any club for refusal 
to pay arrears of salary to a player when required by said 
League or by the Board. 

ARTICLE XXXII. 

Inter-League No club member of the National Asso- 
Series. ciation of Professional Baseball Leagues or 

players shall be perniitted to participate in 
any Inter-League championship series of games excepting 
under rules and regulations, and subject to the Board of 
Control. Any club or players disregarding the spirit of 
this Article shall be subject to such penalties as may be 
imposed by the National Board of Arbitration. 

ARTICLE XXXIIL 

Forfeiture All rights of any League hereunder shall be 

of Rights. forfeited for failing to expel any of its club 
members that may play a game of ball, except 
under the Playing Rules adopted by the National Asso- 
ciation of Professional Baseball Leagues. 

ARTICLE XXXIV. 

Definition The term **League or Association" as herein 

of Terms. used shall mean and comprise an organization 
of professional baseball clubs of not less than 
four clubs, representing four cities, whether known as 
"League" or '^Association,*' or by any other designation. 

ARTICLE XXXV. 

Amendments. This Agreement may be altered or 
amended by a three-fourths vote at the an- 
nual meeting, or unanimous vote at any time by the Na- 
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tional Association of Professional Baseball Leag^ues. It 
shall take effect and be in force from and after September 
6. 1901. 

ARTICLE XXXVI. 

Ten Years' Resolved, That we hereby agree, jointly 

Agreement, and severally, to extend the life of the Na- 
tional Agreement of the National Associa- 
tion of Professional Baseball Leagues adopted at Chicago, 
September 6, 1901, for the period of ten (10) years from 
the 6th day of September, 1901. 

This Agreement shall be and is binding upon our suc- 
cessor or successors, and upon any and all associations, 
Leagues and clubs hereafter becoming parties of this Na- 
tional Association Agreement. 

ARTICLE XXXVIL 

Re-enactment of Resolved, That Article 36 of the 

National Association National Agreement of the Na- 
Agreement for tional Association of Professional 

Ten Years from Baseball Leagues be and the same 

September 6, 1911. is hereby altered and amended to 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That we hereby agree jointly and severally to 
extend the terms of the National Agreement of the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Leagues here- 
tofore adopted at Chicago, September 6th, 1901, for the 
period of ten years, which period will expire on the 6th 
day of September, 1911, for the period of ten years from 
the 6th day of September, 1911, which extended period 
will expire on the 6th day of September, 1921. 

This Agreement shall be and is binding upon our suc- 
cessor, or successors, and upon any and all Associations, 
Leagues and Clubs now members of this Association, or 
hereafter becoming parties to this National Association 
Agreement. Adopted. 
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ARTICLE XXXVIII. 

Re-enactment of Resolved, That Article 27 of the 

National Association National Agreement of the Na- 
Agreement for tional Association of Professional 

Ten Years from Baseball Leagues be, and the same 

September 6» 1921. is hereby altered and amended to 
read as follows: 

Resolved. That we hereby agree jointly and severally 
to extend the terms of the National Agreement of the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues 
heretofore adopted at Chicago, September 6, 1901, for the 
period of ten years (which period expired on the 6th day 
of September, 1911, and agam extended for a period of ten 
years from the 6th day of September, 1911, which ex- 
tended period again expires on the 6th day of September, 
1921) for a further period of ten years, which further 
extended period will expire on the 6th day of September, 
1931. 

This Agreement shall be and is binding upon our suc- 
cessor or successors and upon any and all associations. 
Leagues and clubs now members of this Association or 
hereafter becoming members to this National Association 
Agreement. Adooted at Kansas City, on November 11, 
1920. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Roll Call. 

2. Reading of Minutes. 

3. President's Report. 

4. Secretary's Report. 

5. Election of Officers. 

6. Appointment of Auditing Committee. 

7. Unfinished Business. 

8. Amendments to Constitution. 

9. New Business. 

10. Miscellaneous Business. 

11. Remarks for the Good of the Association. 
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NATIONAL BOARD OF ARBITRATION. 

1921. 

Members of the Board. 

DANIEL O'NEIL. Hartford, Conn. 
T. J. HICKEY, Chicago, 111. 
E. W. DICKERSON, Grand Rapids. Mich. 
J. D. MARTIN, Memphis, Tenn. 
J. C. TOOLE. New York. 
A. R. TEARNEY, Chicago, 111. 
R. P. BROWN, Vancouver, B, C. 
G. H. MAINES, Flint, Mich. 
J. CAL EWING. Oakland. Calif. 
W. W. ROSE, Orlando, Fla. 
N. P. CORISH, Savannah, Ga. 

J. H. FARRELL, Chairman and Secretary, Box 634, 
Auburn, N. Y. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

The following Rules and Regulations have been adopted 
by the National Board of Arbitration and are here given 
in order that they may be understood by all those in- 
terested; same being adopted and to remain in force until 
repealed. 

The Chairman and Secretary. 

The Chairman and Secretary of the Board shall issue 
calls for all meetings of the Board and preside at such 
meetings, having all powers with reference thereto which 
are incidental to a presiding officer. 

The duties of the Chairman-Secretary of the Board 
shall be as follows: 

(a) To receive, receipt for, and disburse all moneys 
payable to the National Association, and also all moneys 
as per Article XI and to make all financial statements re- 
quired by the National Association. 

(b) To keep the records of the proceedings of the 
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Board, together with all records required to be kept by 
the provisions of the National Association Agreement. 

(c) To issue all notices required by the National Asso- 
ciation Agreement to be issued. 

(d) To receive all applications for membership under 
the National Agreement, and to see that the applicants, 
when admitted, pay their proper dues. 

(e) To attend to such other matters as may be required 
of him by the National Board, and to keep records of all 
the business and duties connected with the National Asso- 
ciation and the Board. 

Rules. 

Rule 1. In addition to the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Board the Chairman-Secretary may at any time, at 
his own option, or at the request of four members of the 
Board, call special meetings, the place of meeting and 
hour to be determined by the Chairman. 

Rule 2. Notice of such meeting shall be given to all 
members of the Board by wire or mail to reach the re- 
spective members at least three days prior to such meet- 
ing; provided, however, that a meeting may be held at any 
time and place through unanimous consent of all mem- 
bers. 

Rule 3. During the interim between the various meet- 
ings of the Board the Chairman-Secretary is clothed with 
power to decide disputes upon the evidence submitted, pro- 
vided, however that any club or player in interest may re- 
quest action by the full Board at the outset. 

Rule 4. All papers, telegrams, affidavits and other evi- 
dence in all cases presented to the Board shall be filed 
with the Chairman-Secretary. Contracts submitted to be 
returned to the proper parties in due season. 

Rule 5. Whenever a decision is made containing an im- 
portant ruling or new procedure, the same shall be re- 
duced to writing by the Secretary, and copies transmitted 
to the several League members of the National Associa- 
tion through the respective League Pxesidents. 

Rule 6. Whenever any player shall be "promoted by 
selection" by more than one club, the Secretary will award 
him to the club which shall have first filed formal notice 
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with the Secretary that it desires the assignment of the 

Slayer's contract by selection. Such notice, however, must 
e accompanied by the deposit required by the provisions 
of the Agreement; otherwise, such notice shall be of no 
effect and void. 

Rule 7. Notices of selections of players received by the 
Secretary prior to the opening of the respective selective 
seasons of the several classifications shall be considered 
as having been received at 9 a. m. of the morning of the 
day opening their respective selective seasons of the sev- 
eral classifications. 

A selection made by wire must be followed within 
thirty-six hours by the amount due; otherwise the selec- 
tion is void. 

When two or more clubs shall select the same player 
the award of such player shall be made by drawing by 
lot from a hat. 

Rule. 8. Whenever the services of any player released 
under the provisions of the National Association Agree- 
ment are accepted b>r any club or association authorized 
to do so by the provisions of the Agreement, the assign- 
ment of contract therefor shall be at once sent to the Sec- 
retary who shall accordingly promulgate the fact. 

Rule 9. The first notice of terms accepted received by 
wire or otherwise in the Secretary's office (followed by 
proofs) shall have precedence and shall be binding. No- 
tice of **terms accepted*' and proofs must be filed within 
ten days. 

Rule 10. Any player selected during the selective pe- 
riod shall be ineligible to play with any other club, and 
upon declining to abide by the decision of the Board, may 
be included in the regular list of reserved players of the 
club selecting him, as per provisions of Artkle 21 of the 
National Association Agreement. 

Rule 11. The Secretary shall keep a separate account 
of all amounts received by him for selected players, show- 
ing by whom selected, amount paid, and time of payment. 

Rule 12. Supplemental to the Reserve list of October 1. 
as required by Article 21, the Secretary shall about No- 
vember 1 of each year prepare and issue a revised Reserve 
list, containing omissions, alterations and corrections. Ad- 
ditional reservations will not be received after issue of 
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Final Reserve List, and any player whose name fails to 
appear upon said revised Reserve List shall be free to 
negrotiate his services, upon application to the Board. 

Rule 13. An assignment of contract of players made 
during the respective selective season for the different 
classifications shall not be considered as against the selec- 
tion of such player. 

Rule 14. All matters and writings involving National 
Association Clubs and Major League Clubs shall pass 
through the Secretary's office and be made a matter of 
record in said office. 

Rule 15. Upon the presentation of satisfactory evidence 
to this Board that any club in any League under this 
Agreement (either through its officers, manager or play- 
ers) has tampered with a player under contract or reser- 
vation to any other club under this .Agreement, said 
offending club shall be fined the sum of Two Hundred 
Dollars. 

Rule 16. Any player under contract or reservation to 
any club who shall fail to report within three days at the 
point he shall be ordered to report, may be fined One 
Hundred Dollars, provided that the club shall give the 
play«r at least one week's notice of the time he is to 
report. 

Rule 17. All contracts must be made a matter of record 
in the Secretary's office, under such penalties as the Na- 
tional Association Agreement provides. 

Rule 18. All National Association clubs shall be re- 
quired to file with the Secretary copies of agreements 
entered into relating to the assignment of contracts of 
players by one National Association Club to another. 

Copies of agreements between National Association 
Clubs and Major League Clubs should also be filed in the 
Secretary's office as a matter of record. 

Rule 19. Non-Reserve clause contracts are abolished and 
no such Non-Reserve contracts shall be promulgated, ex- 
cepting by permission of the National Board of Arbitra- 
tion of the National Association. 

Rule 20. All club members must use the official form 
of sales agreements furnished through the Secretary's 
office. All other forms are illegal. The penalty for viola- 
tion shall be a fine by National Board against the offend- 
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ing pafties, or an order or notice declaring the player in- 
volved to be a free agent. 

Rule 21. An assignment of contract of a Minor League 
player by one Minor League Club to another shall not be 
permitted after September 15 of each year until after close 
of the selecting period. 

Rule 22. Any application for a re-hearing must be filed 
in writing with the Secretary of the Board, by the parties 
interested, within ten days after such decision has been 
made. In no case shall a matter be re-opened unless the 
application has been filed within said ten days. The ap- 
plicant shall state in concise form the reason for the 
request, together with any new evidence in the case. 

Rule 23. Failure to forward contracts of players se- 
lected to the Secretary's office within fifteen days after 
notice (of selection will subject such club to a fine of 
Twenty-five Dollars. 

Rule 24. Failure to file with the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Association the contract of any player within thirty 
days after the time such player joins said club shall sub- 
ject the club to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars for each 
and every offense. 

Rule 25. After the close of a championship season in a 
League, players are prohibited from joining other clubs 
for the purpose of participating in championship games in 
another League. 

Rule 26. All Inter-League championship series of games 
between National Association Clubs shall be conducted by 
a Board to be composed of the President of this Asso- 
ciation and the Presidents of the two Leagues from which 
the contending parties are drawn. 

Rule 27. Any player released by any National Associa- 
tion Club within a period of thirty (30) days, prior to the 
close of the current playing season, shall immediately be- 
come a free agent and can sign with any National Asso- 
ciatFon Club, except the releasing club. 

Rule 28. When a player is reported for suspension the 
reason must be given. If reason is not given, player's 
salary continues and suspension shall be considered as not 
in force. 

Rule 29. In event of failure of club to notify player 
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of his release who has not reported within five days after 
salary becomes due on first or fifteenth of month, the 
plaver shall become a free agent and salary due becomes 
a claim against the club. 

Rule 30. Membership shall not be granted to any 
League that has less than $500 per month salary roll for 
each club and in no event shall membership be granted to 
any League that pays its players a percentage of the re- 
ceipts in lieu of salary. 

Rule 31. A club releasing the services of a player on an 
agreement to any club member of the National Associa- 
tion whose championship season commences after that of 
the releasing club, must pay said player's salary for his 
cancelled contract for the period of time covering the dif- 
ference in opening of championship seasons, provided 
player promptly reports to club to which his services are 
transferred. 

Rule 32. Any violation of either the salary limit or 
player limit by any manager shall be immediately re- 
ported to the President of the League in which such man- 
ager is employed to the Secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation. For such violation the National Board shall im- 
pose a fine in such amount as it may deem proper, such 
fine to be paid into and retained by the Treasury of the 
National Association, and shall not be remitted under any 
circumstances. 

J. H. FARRELL, 
Secretary. 
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AMERICAN } L^A^UE O^ PROFESSIONAL 

BASEBALL CLUBS 

UBlfom PlajMT's Oontraot 

FartlM. The 

herein called the Club, and '. 

of herein called the 

Player. 

B»o1t«1. The Club is a member of the National Leagrue of 
Professional Baseball Clubs. As such, and Jointly with 
the other members of the League, it is a party to agree- 
ments with the American League of Professional Base- 
ball Clubs and its constituent clubs and with the Na- 
tional Association of Professional Baseball Leagues. The 
purpose of these agreements is to insure to the public 
wholesome and high-class professional baseball by de- 
fining the relations between club and player, between club 
and club, between league and league and by vesting in 
a designated Commissioner broad powers of decision in 
case of disputes. 

Agr*«m«iitL In view of the facts above recited the parties 
agree as follows: 

BmplOTmMit. 1. The Club will pay the Player a salary for 
his skilled services during the playing season of 1921, 
at the rate of $ per month, making an ag- 
gregate of $ for the season. 

Salaxy. 2. The salary above provided for shall be paid by 
the Club as follows: 

In semi-monthly instalments after the commencement 
of the period covered by this contract, unless this con- 
tract shall be terminated by the Club while the Player is 
"abroad" with the Club for the purpose of playing games, 
in which event the amount then due shall be paid on the 
first week-day after the return "home" of the Club. 

laojaltj. 3. The Player during said season will faithfully 
serve the Club or any other Club to which, in con- 
formity with the agreements above recited, this contract 
may be assigned, and pledges himself to the American 
public to conform to high standards of fair play and 
good sportsmanship. 

8*rvloe. 4. The Player will not play during 1921 otherwise 
than for the Club or for such other Clubs as may be- 
come assignees of this contract in conformity with said 
agreements. 

AMwUpanmit, 5. In case of assignment of this contract to 
another Club each successive assignee shall become liable 
to the Player for his salary during his term of service 
with such assignee, and the Club shall not be liable 
therefor. If the assignee is a member either of the Na- 
tional or American League, the salary rate shall be as 
above specified. If the assignee is any other club the 
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salary rate shall be the same as that usiially paid by 
said club to other players of like ability. 
IMselplln*. 6. (a) The Player accepts as part of this con- 
tract the Resrulations printed on the third pa^e hereof 
and such reasonable nMdiflcations of them as the Club 
may announce from time to time. 

(b) This contract may be terminated at any time by 
the Club or by any assignee upon ten days' written notice 
to the Player. 

(c) The Player submits himself to the discipline of 
the Commissioner and agrrees to accept his decisions 
rendered pursuant to the Major L«eague Agreement. 

7. (a) Any time prior to February 16th, 1922. by 
written notice to the Player, the Club or any assignee 
thereof may renew this contract for the term of that 
year except that the salary rate shall be such as the 
parties may then agree upon, or, in default of ag'reement, 
such as the Club may fix. 

(b) In default of agreement, the Player will accept 
the salary rate thus fixed or else will not play during 
said year otherwise than for the Club or for an assignee 
hereof. 

(c) The reservation to the Club of the valuable right 
thus to fix the salary rate for the succeeding year and 
the promise of the Player not to play during said year 
otherwise than with the Club or an assignee hereof, have 
been taJcen into consideration in determining the salary 
specified herein and the undertaking by the Club to pay 
said salary is the consideration for both the reservation 
and the promise. 

I>lspiittts. 8. In case of dispute between the Player and the 
Club or any assignee hereof the same shall be referred 
to the Commissioner as an umpire, and his decision shall 
be accepted by all parties as final. 

Signed this day of , A. D. 1921. 

[SEAL] 

Witnesses : By 

(Club) 

(Player) 



B«irnlatlons 

1. The Playing Season for each year covered by this contract 
and all renewals hereof shall be as fixed by the National 
League of Professional Baseball Clubs. 

2. The player must keep himself in first-class physical con- 
dition and must at all times conform his personal con- 
duct to standards of good citizenship and good sports- 
manship. 
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The player, when requested by the Club, must submit 
to medical examination at the expense of the Club and, if 
necessary, to treatment by a regrular physician in ^ood 
standing at the player's expense. Disability directly re- 
sulting from injuries sustained while rendering service 
under this contract shall not Impair the right of the 
player to receive his full salary, but any other disability 
may be ground for suspending or terminating this con- 
tract at the discretion of the Club. 

The Club will furnish the player with two complete uni- 
forms, exclusive of shoes, the player making a deposit 
of $30.00 therefor, which deposit will be returned to him 
at the end of the season or upon the termination of this 
contract, upon the surrender of the uniforms by him to 
the Club. And the Club will provide and furnish the 
player while "abroad" or traveling with the dub in other 
cities with proper board, lodging, and pay all proper and 
necessary traveling expenses, including Pullman accomo- 
dations and meals en route. 

The player shall not without the consent of his Club 
engage during the term of this contract or any renewal 
thereof in any game or exhibition of baseball, football, 
basket ball or other athletic sport except for the Club 
or for an assignee of this contract. 

For violation by the player of any regulation the Club 
may impose a reasonable fine and deduct the amount 
thereof from the player's salary or may suspend the 
player without salary for a period not exceeding thirty 
days, or both, at the discretion of the Club. Written 
notice of the fine or suspension or both and of the reasons 
therefor shall in every case be given to the player. 
In order to enable the player to fit himself for his duties 
under this contract, the Club may require the player 
to report for practice at such places as the Club may 
designate, and to participate in such exhibition contests 

as n*ay be arranged by the Club for a period of .... 

days prior to the playing season without any other com- 
pensation than that herein elsewhere provided, the Club, 
however, to pay the traveling expenses, including Pull- 
man accommodations, and meals en route of the player 
from his home city to the training place of the Club, 
whether he be ordered to go there direct or by way of 
the home city of the club. In the event of the failure 
of the player to report for practice or to participate in the 
exhibition games, as provided for, a penalty by way of 
fine may be imposed by the Club, the same to be deducted 
from the compensation stipulated herein. 
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VOTZOB TO TI^iLYBm OF BBl^BAMi OB TBAVSVaiB 

192. 



To Mr 

You are hereby notified as follows: 

1. That you are unconditionally released. 

2. That your contract has been assigrned to the , 

Club of League. 

(a) Without right of recall. 

(b) With right of recall. 



(Cross out parts not applicable. In case of optional agree- 
ment, specify all conditions affecting player.) 



Corporate Name of Club. 



President. 

Copy must be delivered to player; also forwarded to President 

of League of which Club is a member, and to 

the Commissioner. 
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Six counterpart originals to be executed, of which one is 
to be retained by each of the Parties, and the others mailed 
to the foIlowinfiT. respectively: The Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Advisory Council, the Secretary of the National Associa- 
tion, the President of the American Leagrue and the Presi- 
dent of the National Lieagrue. The counterpart ori^nal sent 
to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Advisory Council shall be 
aooompanied by a check for the consideration, which check, 
in the case of a payment due a Minor Leagrue club, shall 
be to the order of the Secretary of the National Association. 

This A^eement, made and entered into this day of 

192 — by and between 



(Party of the First Part.) 

and 

(Party of the Second Part.) 

Witnesseth: The party of the first part hereby assigrns 

to the party of the second part the Contract of Player 

according: to the 

Rules adopted under the Major Leagrue Agrreement and the 
Major and Minor League Agrreement and upon the followingr 
conditions: 

In Testimony Whereof, we have subscribed hereto, througrh 



our respective Presidents or authorized agents, on the date 
above written: 



Witness: 

cnub 

By 

(Party of the First Part) 



Club 



By 

(Party of the Second Part.) 

Corporate name of Company, CHub or Association of each 

party should be written in first paragraph 

and subscribed hereto, 
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Important Votlo* to Plajon uid Olnb FrosidMits 

"Bvery player before siffning a Minor L«ea^ue contract 
should carefully scrutinize the same to ascertain whether 
all of the conditions agreed upon between the Player and 
the Club President, or its authorized Agent, have been incor- 
porated therein, and if any have been omitted the player 
should insist upon having: all the terms, conditions, promises 
and agrreements inserted in the contract before he signs the 
same. If at any time, as the result of an official investigation, 
it is ascertained that an agreement of any kind between a 
Minor League Club President and a player is not fully set 
forth in the player's regular contract or made a part thereof, 
then a penalty shall be inflicted against the Club and Manager 
violating this provision, the same to be paid into the treasury 
of the league of which the contracting club is a member, and 
the said contract shall be null and void and the player un- 
conditionally released." 



oovrmACT 

Approved by tli* 

KATZOVAXi A8SO0IATXOV OF PSOrBBSZOVAXi BASSBA^K 
&BAOUB8 

uniform Flfty^r's Contract 

Parti«a. The 

herein called the Club and 

of herein called the Player. 

Recital. The Club is a member of the National Association 
of Professional Baseball Leagues. As such, and Jointly 
with the other members of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagrues, it is a party to agree- 
ments with the American League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs and its constituent clubs and with the National 
League of Professional Baseball Clubs and its constitu- 
ent clubs. The purpose of these agreements is to insure 
to the public wholesome and high-class professional base- 
ball by defining the relations between club and player, 
between club and club, between league and league and 
by vesting in a desigrnated Commissioner and National 
Board broad powers of decision in cases of disputes. 

AjSfVVBOL^nt. In view of the facts above recited the parties 
agree as follows: 

SmploymMit. 1. The Club will pay the Player a salary for 
his skilled services during the playing season of 1921 at 
the rate of $ per month. 

Salary. 2. The salary above provided for shall be paid by 
the Club as follows: 

In semi-monthly installments after the commencement 
of the period covered by this contract, unless this con- 
tract shall be terminated by the Club while the Player 
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Is "abroad" with the Club for the purpose of playing 
grames, in which event the amount then due shall be 
paid on the first week-day after the return "home" of 
the Club. 

laOj9ltT. 3. The Player during: said season will faith- 
fully serve the Club or any other Club to which, in con- 
formity with the agreements above recited, this contract 
may be assigned, and pledges himself to the American 
public to conform to high standards of fair play and 
good sportsmanship. 

••rvio*. 4. The Player will not play during 192. . . otherwise 
than for the Club or for such other Clubs as may become 
assignees of this contract in conformity with said agree- 
ments. 

Amwignacfiit, 5. In case of assignment of this contract to 
another Club each successive assigrnee shall become liable 
to the Player for his salary during his term of service 
with such assignee, and the Club shall not be liable 
therefor. If the transaction of transfer of services is 
between two clubs of the same classification in the 
National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, 
the salary rate shall be as first specified in contract. 
If the assignee is any other club, the salary rate shall 
be the same as that usually paid by said club to other 
players of like ability. 

DlBOlplin*. 6. (a) The Player accepts as part of this con- 
tract the regulations printed on the third page hereof 
and such reasonable modifications of them as the Club 
may announce from time to time. 

(b) This contract may be terminated at any time by 
the Club or by any assignee. 

(c) The Player submits himself to the discipline of the 
National Board and the discipline of the Commissioner 
and agrees to accept all decisions rendered pursuant to 
the Major-Minor League Agreement. 

BMMwaL 7. (a) Any time prior to March 1st, 192..., by 
written notice to the Player, the Club or any assignee 
thereof may renew this contract for the term of that 
year except that the salary rate shall be such as the 
parties may then agree upon, or, in default of agreement, 
such as the club may fix. 

(b) In default of asrreement, the Player will accept 
the salary rate thus fixed or else will not play during 
said year otherwise than for the Club or for an assigrnee 
hereof, subject to the right of appeal as provided in 
paragraph 8. 

(c) The reservation to the Club of the valuable right 
thus to fix the salary rate for the succeeding year and 
the promise of the Player not to play during said year 
otherwise than with the Club or an ^assignee hereof, have 
been taken into consideration in determining the salary 
specified herein and the undertaking by the Club to pay 
said salary is the consideration for both the reservation 
and the promise. 
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DisputMi. 8. In case of dispute between the Player and the 
Club or any assignee hereof the same shall be referred 
to the National Board or the Commissioner, as the case 
may be, as an umpire, and the decision shall be accepted 
by all parties as final. 

Signed this day of A. D. 192 . . 

[SEAL] 

Witnesses: By 

President for the Club 

Player Sign Here 
Player's Home Address 



SALARY LIMIT AFFIDAVIT 



State of ) 

County of j 

a Ball Player_, beingr duly sworn, de- 
poses and says that the full and entire amount of compensa- 
tion or remuneration, including- salary, gift, or anything else 
by whatever name, that he receives directly or indirectly 

from said Baseball Club does not exceed $ 

per month, the amount shown on the face of this contract. 



(Player Sign Here.) 

e me, thl 
day of 19. 



Subscribed and sworn to before me, this ) 



State of ) 

County of j 

the undersigned Club President makes 

oath that he will not, nor will his Association, Corporation, 
Agent, or Servant, compensate or pay said Baseball Player 
for any other services rendered to the said Baseball Club, or 
to any other person, or persons, firm or corporation, more 

than the sum of $ per month, for a term of 

not more than the regularly scheduled championship season 
of this league. 



President for the Club 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this ) 
day of 19. . J 
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B«ffVl»tiOBS 

1. The playing season for each year covered by this contract 

and all renewals hereof shall be as fixed by the • 

League of Professional Baseball Clubs. 

2. The player must keep himself in first-class physical con- 
dition and must at all times conform his pexsonal con- 
duet to standards) of good citizenship and good sports- 
manship. 

3. The player, when requested by the Club, must submit to 
a physical examination at the expense of the Club and, 
if necessary, to treatment by a regular physician in good 
standing at the player's expense. Disability directly re- 
sulting from injuries- sustained while rendering service 
under this contract shall not impair the right of the 
player to receive his full salary for a period not exceed- 
ing two weeks, at the termination of which he may be 
released or continued on the salary roll. Any other dis- 
ability may be ground for suspending or terminating this 
contract at the discretion of the Club. 

4. The Club will furnish the player with uniform, exclusive 
of shoes. Upon the termination of the championship play- 
ing season or release of the player the player agrees to 
surrender the uniform or uniforms to the Club. And the 
Club will provide and furnish the player while "abroad" 
or traveling with the Club in other cities with proper 
board, lodging, and pay all proper and necessary traveling 
expenses, including Pullman accommodations when neces- 
sary and meals en route. 

5. The player shall not without the consent of his club 
engage during the term of this contract or any renewal 
thereof in any game or exhibition of baseball, except for 
the Club or for an assignee of this contract. 

6. For violation by the player of any regulation the Club 
may impose a reasonable fine and deduct the amount 
thereof from the player's salary or may suspend the 
player without salary for a period not exceeding thirty 
days, or both, at the discretion of the Club. 

7. In order to enable the player to fit himself for his duties 
under this contract, the Club may require the player to 
report for practice at such places as the Club may desig- 
nate, and to participate in such exhibition contests as may 

be arranged by the Club for a period of 

days prior to the playing season without any other com- 
pensation than that herein elsewhere provided, the Club, 
however, to pay the traveling expenses, including Pullman 
accommodations, and meals en route of the player from 
his home city to the training place of the Club (but not 
in cases where Club trains at home) whether he be ordered 
to go to the training camp direct or by way of the home 
city of the Club. In the event of the failure of the 
player to report for practice or to participate in the 
exhibition games, as provided for, a penalty by way of 
fine may be imposed by the Club, the same to be deducted 
from the compensation stipulated herein. 
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I VATXOVAZi AtmOOXATlOM OF PmOFSMUOMAZi BASB- 
BAJU« ASAOirSS 

OAolAl Optioaal Asr^Mntat 



This Agrreement, made this day of , 

192 . . . between the Baseball Club, party 

of the first part, and the Baseball Club, 

party of the second part. 

Witnesseth, that the said party of the first part for and In 

consideration of the sum of dollars 

<$ ) does hereby transfer the services of Player 

to the party of the second part. 

(No sale with option to repurchase is valid, unless the con- 
sideration to be paid is at least One Hundred Dollars, and the 
consideration passes at time sale is made. All checks must 
pass through the office of the National Secretary.) 

It Is further understood and agreed that the said party 
of the second part does hereby grive to the said party of the 
first part the rlg-ht, or option to repurchase the services of 

said Player on or before Sept. 1J5, 

192. . ., for and in consideration of the sum of 

Dollars (| ) less 2 per cent de- 
duction due the National Association. 

It is further agreed that if said party of the first part 
does not exercise its right or option to repurchase said 

Player before September 15, 192 .. , by 

notifying and forwarding to the National Secretary a check 
for amount involved, then it is agreed that the services of, 

and title to, said Player shall 

become vested absolutely in the 

Ba'-eball Club. 

In Witness Whereof the said Baseball Clubs have here- 
unto affixed their common or Corporate seals of the said cor- 
porations, the day and year first above mentioned. 

Pres. . .' Baseball Club. 

Attest: 

Secretary. 

Pres Ba.seball Club. 

Attest: 

Secretary. 

NOTICE: A copy of this agreement with check attached 
must be filed in the office of the Secretary of the National 
Association within ten days after its execution, in order to 
make same binding. Three counterpart originals of all 
Agreements or Assignments shall be made; one copy to be 
retained by each of the Clubs interested, and one mailed to 
the Secretary of the National Association accompanied by 
a check. All checks in payment shall be made payable to the 
Secretary of the National Association. 
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